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England to the Empire for unity. He ended ,

his poem with these words—
Alsp we will make promise
So long as bleod endures
I shall know that your good is mine,
Ye shall feel that'my strength is yours,
In the day of Armageddon,
At the last great fight of all,
That our House shall stand together
And the pillars do not fall.

On motion by Mr. Mann, debate adjourned,

House adjourned at 9.36 p.m.

Hiegislutive Assembly.

Wednesday, 29tk August, 1945.
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The SPEAKER {ook the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

WATER SUPPLIES.
(n) ds to Progress at Pingrup.

Mr. WATTS asked the
Water Supplies:

1, What progress has been made w1th the
excavation of water tank on No. 1 site at
Pingrup?

2, When is the work expected to be com-
plete?

3, Will completion include roofing and
bitumenising of catehment area, and if so,
what area of catchment will be treated?

4, Is a pipe to be laid to the adjmcent
road, and what size pipe will be used?

The MINISTER replied :

1, 50 per cent. of excavation for dam and
drains.
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2, End of October, providing reofing iron
is available.

3, Inecludes roofing, but no bitumen cateh-
ment at present.

4, Yes, to adjacent road, but not to main
Pingrup-Lake Grace road. Two-inch pipe
will be used.

(b) As to Cranbrook and Mt. Barker.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:

1, When is it expected that a start can be
made in regard to the approved survey for
a water supply at Cranbrook?

2, What progress has been made regard-
ing the proposed wafer supply for Mount
Barker?

The MINISTER replied:

1, In a month’s time, when surveyor fin-
ishes work in hand.

2, Bufficient information has been ob-
tained to sabmit a preliminary report to
the Director of Works (Mr., Dumas). This
will be considered after his retarn from the
Eastern States on the 31st August.

{(c) As to K&lamuuda and Maida Vale.

Mr. OWEN asked the Minister for Water
Supplies:

1, What source of supply was decided on
as the resnlt of the survey made in regarr
to the water supply for Kalamunda and
Maida Vale?

2, Was there any alternative sonrce dis-
covered ?

3, Does he consider that these places
should be left any longer without a water
supply?

4, If not, what is it proposed to do to
make a supply available in the rear future?

5, Can & water supply be guaranteed for
next year, and if not, what will be the pos-
sible cause for delayf

The MINISTER replied:

1, Mundaring Weir.

2, Every natural loeal source of supply
kad been examined without resuit,

3, Until Mundaring Weir is raised it is
impossible to provide a satisfactory sup-
ply.

4, Raising of Mundaring Weir has been
listed as one of the urgent post-war works.

5, No. Bee 3 and 4.
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PARDELUP PRISON ESCAPEES.
As to Compensation for Damage Done.
Mr. WATTS asked the Minisler repre-

senting the Chief Secretary:

1, Is the Government prepared to eom-
pensate those persons in the Mt. Barker
district who sustained loss through thefts
committed by recent escapees from Parde-
fup?

2, If so, to what extent, and how and to
whom should claims be made?

3, If not, why not?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (for
the Minister for the North-West) replied:
1, 2, and 3, The Crown is not in any way
responsible in law to any person in respect
of any loss, damage or injury suffered by
any members of the public by the wrongful
acts of an escaped prisoner while the latter
is at large.

STATE SHIPPING SERVICE.
As to Vessels for North-West Trade.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK asked the Min-
ister for the North-West: What has been
the result of the latest representations to
the Commonwealth regarding the retwrn of
the ‘“Kybra’’ to the State Shipping Ser-
viee and/or the addition of a further ship
for the Fremantle-Geraldton-North-West
trade?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (for
the Minister for the North-West) replied:
The Honourable the Premier recently dis-
cussed this matter with the Right Honour-
able the Prime Minister. Subsequently the
manager of the State Shipping Service left
for the Eastern States, and he is now nego-
tiating for the return of the **Kybra,”” and
making enquiries regarding the possible ae-
quisition of further vessels for the North-
West serviee,

COAL,
Ads to Prices and Storage Bins.

Mr. WILSOV asked the DMinister for
Eailways:

1, The prices of Collie eoal in the aggre-
gate, and also (each mine separately) in
the railway wagons at pit's mouth for the
year ended the 31st July, 1945°?

2, The price for Newcastle coal in rail-
way wagons at wharf, Fremantle, for the
vear ended the 31st July, 19457
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3, How many storage bins of Collie coal
bave the Railway Department under their
Jjurisdiction, exclusive of the East Perth
power station?

4, The places where these bins are situ-
ated and the storage capacity of each bin
separately?

The MINISTER replied:
1, The average price paid for large cosl

was 21s. 8d. per ton and for small ceal 19s.
8d. per ton.

Separate prices were:—

Large. Small.

s. L s. d.

Co-operative . 23 1 19 7

Proprietary . 22 5 19 7

Cardift .. . 21 7. 19 7

Stockton .- 21 11 19 7

Stockton open-cut .. 19 7 19 7

Griffin .. 22 0 20 0
Wyvern ( unsereened) 20 6

2, Large coal 50s. per ton, small eoal 53s.
per ton.

3, None.

4, Answered by No. 3.

TIMBER.
As to Menpower for Local Production.

AMr. HOAR asked the Minister for For-
ests: In view of Australia’s great shortagu
of timber for building purposes and the
Commonweglth Government’s intention to
purchase up to 100,000,000 super feet of
timber from Russia, and bearing in mind
that only a shortage of manpewer in West-
ern Australia is holding up the opening of
new mills, has representation heen made for
the release of manpower so that this State’s
limber companies, and our own fimbers,
jarrah and karri, might fully participate in
the Commonywealth’s post-war building pro-
gramme?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (for
the Minister for Fovests) replied: The
availability of manpower in the timber in-
dustry has been governed by reguirements
of the Fighting Services for both men and
materials, In order to increase production,
arrangements were made recently for the re-
leaze of several hundred men for the tim-
her industry which has been given a high
priority in the allocation of quotas. West-
ern Australia’s present anpual productivn
of approximately 100 million super feet will
be increased to a maximum of ahout 150
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million super feet within one to fwo years
when pew mills have been established and
adequate labour is available. Australia,
even with production increased to 800 mil-
lion super feet, is faced with a shortage of
400 million super feet which will have to
be made np by imports, if these ean be ob-
tained. It is expected that the greatest
quantity will be obtained from the Pacific
Coast of North America.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLY.

As to Approved Extensions in Swan
District.

Mr. OWEN asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:

1, Can any definite information he given
as to when the approved electricity exten-
sions to (a) Wattle Grove, (b) Roleystone,
(¢) Bedfordale, (d) Wongong and West-
field, will be put in bhand and completed,
especially in view of the fact that on the
20th November, 1941, in regard to thesc
works the then member for Swan was io-
formed that the eompletion of these exten-
sions was dependent on supplies of mater-
inls?

2, Since that date have suppliez of mater-
ials been available for nse?

3, Will he give an assurance in view of
ithe length of time since these extensions
were approved that they will be given the
earliest possible priority?

4, If not, what will be the reason for
further delay?

The MINISTER replied:

1, (a) Extension of electricity to Waltle
Grove has not heen approved; (b), (c) and
(@) Extensions to Roleystone, Bedfordale
and Wongong will be put in hand as soer
as material and sufficient linemen are avail-
sble. Extension fo Westfield has not been
approved.

2, No. Sonpplies of most materials have
heen barely sufficient for urgent mainten-
ance work.

3, Yes. All approved extensions will he
completed &5 early as resources permit.

4, Answered by No. 3.

STERLING AND AUSTRALIAN
EXCHANGE.
As to Reasons for Comtinuance.
Mr. NORTH asked the Premier:
1, Have the reasons which prompted the
adverse exchange of 100/125 between ster-
ling and Australian disappeared?
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2, If not, which of them remain?

3, If none remain, have others been dis-
covered in the meantime?

4, If not, will he take up this question
with the Federal Treasurer, having regard
to the burden now imposed on the busmess
community and taxpayers?

The ACTING PREMIER replied:

The question raised by the member for
Claremont is one entirely under the control
of the Commonwealth Government, and it is
considered that any movement on the ex-
change rate in the direction suggested by
the hon. member might have very detrimental
effeets on Australia, and especially on West~
ern Australia, which is a primary producing
State, and which in addition, of eourse, pro-
duces gold for export. Therefore the State
Government does not propose to make any
representations to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment in this matter.

ADDRESS-IN'REPLY.
Thirteenth Day—Amendment.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. MANN (Beverley) [4.40]: Although
peace has come to our nation, we meet to-
day under rather extraordinary conditions.
We are all agreed, however, very definitely
indeed, that althongh war is no longer upon
us, we are confronted with a peace that in-
volves vital and most serious problems. The
repatriation of Service men and women will
be upon us very quickly, and that will raise
issues of grave import. During the forth-
coming period of difficulty, I can tell the
Government that all members sitting on the
Opposition side of the House will heip Min-
isters in every way possible, and that from
them suggestions of a constrmetive nature,
having as their objective the building-up of
our State, will be forthcoming. At the same
time, we will reserve our right, as members
of His Majesty’s Opposition, to ecriticise
the Governments, both State and Common-
wealth, should we find it necessary to do so
in the post-war period. I assure members
that the job ahead is by no means small.

The Minister for Lands: The job of
criticism?

Mr. MANN: I admit that eriticism is
easy, buf constructive suggestions are better.
During the period of demobilisation our
whole structure generally must undergo a
change, and that will be necessary unless the
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position is to become very ecritical indeed.
Touching upon recent changes in the Gov-
ernment, much has been said about the ex-
Premier, Hon. J. C. Willecock. I think it
was wise, from a health point of view, that
he should have retired. Public memory is
short and a Minister of the Crown maly
linger on only to suffer from impaired health
at the end. The change-over of Ministers,
with a re-allocation of portfolios, has been
satisfactorily aceomplished, and I am glad
to note that the former Minister for Health
has now assumed the post of Minister for
Lands. He will have no small task confront-
ing him in connection with repatriation. Be-
ing himself an old soldier, he will, I am sure,
display sympathy towards the new diggers,
as he did respecting the old diggers in the
past.

Referring generally to the administration
of the affairs of State, I feel convineed, and
50 must all members be, that we are en®
deavouring to earry on the government of
the State with a mere handful of Ministers.
With the progress of Western Australia
and the necessity for Ministerial attention
to be devoted to so many different aectivi-
ties, it is impossible for Ministers to earry
out the duties aitached to their present
portfolios wilh effectiveness. Take the Min-
ister for Railways. I am glad that the
member for Murehison, Hon. W. M. Mar-
shall, has been elevated to that position. I
believe that, with his oceupancy of that
position, we shall have for the first iime for
many years a Minister who will do his best
to provide an effective rail serviee.

Mr. Fox: You must be wanting some-
thing.

Mr. MANN: I am not seeking anything
at all. The point I am making is that the
Minister for Railways is also the Minister
for Mines. In the immediate post-war
years, mining will play a very important
part in the developmeni of this State, and
that in itself will provide sufficient for the
attention of one Minister. The railways
present so many difficult problems that one
Minister should be fully eraploved in deal-
ing with railway matters. The same ap-
plies to the Minister for Edueation. He
has the portfolios of Eduecation and Agri-
eultnre. Both Education and Agriculture
represent a full-time job for a Minister.
What is the efleét of such an arrange-
ment?
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Because of the paucity of Ministers, the
country is being run by civil servants and,
in particular, by Under Secretaries. That
is all wrong. Parliament should have that
responsibility, not Under Secretaries. For
far too long has this State been dominated
by those highly-placed officers. The policy
they pursue and their ideas may be quite
all right, but Parliament, not Under Sec-
retaries, should dietate the policy. I trust
the Government will aceept my adviee and
inercase the number of Ministers. West-
ern Ausiralia is large enough to earry the
added burden. When it comes to matters
of administration and the comparatively
small amount of extra expense entailed by
the appointment of a few additional Min-
isters, there is always a tendency to jib
at any such reform. To continue as we are
at present is not to do the right thing by
the public, and we are restricting the pos-
sibility of DParliament operating effee-
tively. If I had the power to do so, T would
appoint ten or eleven full-time Ministers—
and no honorary Minister at all. If ever
the time eomes for the present Opposition
to cecupy the Treasury bench, we will see
to it and effeet that reform, because better
results will be achieved.

Mr. Thorn: And the change-over will not
be too long delayed.

My, MANN: I hope so. While I am
pleased to be able to compliment the new
Premier upon his elevation, I nevertheless
trust it will not be long before the present
Opposition will change over and assume
control of the reins of government.

The Minister for Lands: What has West-
ern Aunstralia done to dgserve that 9

Mr. MANN: I hope the present Govern-
ment will take a serious view of my remarks,
and implement my suggestion. Take the
position of the Acting Premier.

The Minister for Works: Why pick me?

Mr. MANN: The Minister for Works,
who is Aecting Premier at present, is a man
who has the respect of members sitting on
the Opposition side of the House. We re-
cognise his eapabilities, but we also appre-
ciate that he has a very heavy burden to
carry. It must be obvious to the House
that he cannot ecarry on indefinitely, for
there is & limit to human endurance.

The Minister for Lands: But he is not
human!
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Mr. MANN: The position in the Com-
monwealth sphere is somewhat better. Fede-
ral members, particularly those who have
been elevated to Ministerial rank, have
assistance furnished them in the ecarrying
out of their duties, and each ordinary
member has a scveretary who is receiving
£250 a year. DPespite that faet, we State
members do most of the Federal members’
jobs for them.

Mr. Thorn: We ecertainly do the work
for them.

Mr. MANN: Of course, and they have
plenty of transport faecilities to aid them
in their work as well. Contrast that with
the position of Btate politicians, Recently
I was a member of the Vermin Select Com-
mittee. It was neecessary for vs to visit
various country ¢enires, and it was a most
difficult job to secure transport, because
insufficient cars were available. As a mat-
ter of fact, the Government has ¢ui down
financial outlay to the very barest margin
possible in many divections, and’ that
was apparent when we endeavoured to ar-
range transport. But let members go to
Canberra and they will find a fleet of ears
available for members to go about the
ecountry, and thus do more effective work

for it. There is =another point I wish
to mention, for it seems to me that
a radical change is essential. Recently

the member for Murchison accepied an of-
fice of profit under the Crown when he was
elected to the Ministry. Immediately he
had to resign his seat in Parliament and
go np for re-election. What a pitiful faree!
Merely becanse hizs party elects him to a
ministerial office, & memher has to resign
his seat in Parliament and re-contest it, It
is all wrong.

The Minister for ‘Works:

Mr. MANN: It is stupid.

The Minister for Lands: It cost me £5%
to secure my return after I was appointed
a Minister.

Mr. MANN: I contend that once a man
has been elected to Parliament by his con-
stituents, it should be unnecessary for him
to resign his seat and submit himself for
re-election, merely because he has been ele.
vated to the Ministry. It is an absurdity,
and I hope the Government will deal with
that. position.

The Minister for Lands: Western Aus-
traiia is the only State in Australia, if not
in the world, that has such a law.

Hear, hear!
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Mr. MANN: I certainly hope the Gov-
ernment will take notice of my remarks on
the two points I"have raised so far, for I
regard thé suggested alterations as essential.
For a few moments I wish to talk about the
balancing of Budgets. I do not profess to be
a wizard of finance, but when I realise that
cvery other Government in Australia, in-
clnding that of Queensland, has finished the
finaneial year with a defieit, Although the
member for East Perth recently expressed
his profound admiration of the administra-
tion of the Government in this State, see-
ing that it bad balanced its Budget not
only for this year but for the preceding
four or five years, I do not know that there
is so muach to be proud of. T say that fo
1he reason that for many years in Australia
those States that have finished wup with
defleits have been able to approach the Loan
Couneil and have been able to secure fur-
ther finance to assist them in carrying on
their functions. That has not been the posi-
tion with regard to Western Auostralia, and
I hope ithere will be some move as a result
of which the objective will not be so much
to balance the Budget as to formulate and
carry out policies that will make for ad-
vancement instead of the stagmation that
we have experienced for so long. .

Hon. J. C. Willeock: We cannot get the
necessary manpower to do it.

Mr. MANN: If the manpower phase is

to enter into the problem, why then has
Sonth Australia "advanced so satisfactorily
with regard teo her housing programme,
whereas Western Australia in that respect
has remained dormant?
" Hon. J. C. Willeock: Beeause that State
refused to co-operate with the Common-
wealth Government with regard to building
matters.

Mr. MANN: Has New BSouth Wales,
with its strong Labour Party, refused to
co-operafe mth the Commonwealth Govern-
ment? Have Tasmania and Queensland rve-
fused to do so?

Hon. J. C. Willeoek:
South Australia only.

Mr. MANN: I will take the rest as well,
and say that all other States bhave made
progress with their housing programmes,
but particularly does that apply to South
Australia; yet Western Australia has re.
mained . dormant. I admit that this Stato
has extended great assistance to the war ef-

You mentione]



416

fort and has a partienlarly eredifable record
prer head of population regarding her en-
listments and finaneial eontributions to war
loans. We made those sacrifices in order to
#s8ist in winning the war and perhaps some
other parts of Australia did not pull their
full weight.

The Minister for Lands: We would not
have won the war if we had not pulled our
weight.

Mr. MANN: Western Australia has’ been
penalised to a greater extent than some of
the other States, and it is all wrong. Thera
is no State in Australia that. more urgentlr
requirés a vigorous poliey of development
than does Western Ausiralia. South Aus-
tralia is in a position to put no more than
2,500 men opn the land under the soldier
settlement scheme becanse it has not tha
land for them. whereas this Siate has the
largest scope for the settlement of repatri.
ated men of any State of the Common-
wealth. As against this, however, we have
to bear in mind that our water sehemes have
been neglected and our railways are a dis-
grace to any civilised country. On Monday
night T had the questionsble pleasure of
travelling by train from Beverley in one of
the old-fashioned coaches. Both oil lamps
lit up for a start, but onc soon gave up
the ghost.

The Minister for Lands: To enable you
to sleep well.

Mr. MANN: The remaining lamp gave
insufficient light to enable me to read, and
T spent most of the time watching the oil
drip from the burner to tbe bottom. That
coach was built 50 or 60 years ago and
lacked paint and everything else. We try
to boost our State, but when » passenger
leaves the Trans. train to come from Kal-
goorlie to Perth, we get a bad smack. That
train is a discredit to the State, and yet it
is the hest we have. I was telling a man
from England what a marvellons State
Western Australia is, but after travelline
on the train for half-an-hour, he remarked,
“T must say that your trains are a shoek-
ing advertisement for the State” People
arriving by boat at Fremantle find noth-
ing that is a pood advertisement for the
State, and the impression one receives by
train is also pathetic indeed.

I believe the new Minister for Railways
will talk to the Commissioner as a Minister
should do, and if he does, nothing but goed
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ean result. Heretofore, the Minister seems to
have been subservient to the Commissioner
and to the seeretarv or person in charge
of the department. The Minister must be
prepared to accept fmll responsibility for
the department, be its arrangements good
or bad. He is answerable to Parliament; it
is his job and po-one else’s to see that the
railway serviee is improved.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: You will have to
alter the Railway Act a bit.

Mr. MANN: Yes, and jt is time we al-
tered a few more Acts.

Mr. Styants: There is plenty of power
here.

Mr, MANN: In the past we have tried
to get improvements and have failed. Yet
this Parliament is supreme; it is above the
Commissioner of Railways.

Hon. J. C. Willeock:
the Aect of Parliament.

Mr. MANN: Lopsided ideas need to be al-
tered, We try too much to evade our obli-
gations. Some people consider that we should
have no right to eriticise the Government,
and if we cannot eriticise the Government,
it follows that we cannot eriticise the Com-
missioner of Railways. It is our right to
eriticise the Commissioner through the Min-
ister, and I will continue to do so. I regard
the new Minister s a practical man who
wili grapple with the difficulties. He has
often made the long trip on the Wiluna
Limited—very definitely limited—and he is
in g position to appreciate what railway
travel in this State is like.

The Minister for Mines: Limited in speed.

Mr. MANN : Definitely indeed.

The Minister for Lands: Yet a man was
killed on one of the crossings recently.

Mr. MANN: There is an old saying to the
effect that neglect to balance the Budget is
8 sin against the light. Well, let us sin
against the light and msake some progress.
The only alternative is to remain stationary
or slip back. I made a long tour through
the South-West early this year and there,
at the end of February, saw beautiful coun-
try lying idle with running streams of fresh
water sufficient to irrigate thousands of
acres. During a trip to the Eastern States
I saw land at Mt Barker, in South Austra-
lia, priced at £60 per acre, and it could not
hold a candle to the land included in the

Not apart from
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Harvey jrrigation scheme. I saw more cattle
in the Harvey area than there were at Mt.
Barker, South Australin.  Another point
that struck me during my travels in the
Eastern States was the high value placed
on agricultural land. I saw land at Mi.
Barker capable of producing three tons of
hay to the acre priced at £30 an acre, while
equally good land at Grass Valley can be
purchased for £6 or £7 an acre.

We in this State must adopt a vigorous
policy and baild for the future. There has
been foo great a tendency to go slow and to
lack a broad view. The Loan Council and
the Grants Commission were right in saying
that we had not developed our resourees as
they should have been developed. A policy
of advancement must be adopted. I have no
intention of throwing any bouquets at the
Government, but T expect Ministers to get a
move on. If they will not do so, I hope the
electors for this House in 18 months’ time
will express themselves very definitely by
voting the Qpposition to power.

The Minister for Lands: You have been
saying that for about 18 years.

Mr. MANN: Pious hopes are sometimes
realised ; there must be a change some time.

Mryr. Styants: The Federal by-election for
Fremantle was not very encouraging for you.

Mr. MANN: That is entirely outside the
present discussion. No candidate represent-
ing the party to which I belong contested
that election, and so I was a mere spectator.
However, since the hon, member has intro-
duced the snbject, let me say that T wish the
newly elected Federal member for Fre-
mantle the best of luek. We are told that
he is an extraordinary young man with mar-
vellous academic attainments, and I wonder
from the talk that has been going round
whether in him we are going to find a second
John Curtin.

The Minister for Lands: Quite possibly.

Mr. MANN: Having, as he has, a vision
cramped as small as my fist, I am afraid not.
Doubtless the Commonwealth and State Gov-
ernments were grateful for the soldiers’
votes, but I cannot believe that the soldiers
voted in full strength because I think they
would have supported their comrade,

Mr. Withers: Ask the boys who have re-
turned from the war.
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The Minister for Lands: When you were
in the A.LF., you were never too fond of a
brigadier.

Mr, MANN: The member for East Perth,
in moving the adoption of the Address-in-
reply, spoke of the Upper Chamber and
raised the democratic aspeet. The member
for Pilbara indulged in criticiem of my party
for having changed its name. I assure the
House that the change was made in order to
convey a proper indication of the party's
demoeracy. We will remain a thoroughly
democratic party, and will continue to have
the Union Jack and the Australian Ensign
flying over us, whereas the time is not far
distant when the Trades Hall will not have
the same privilege but will be marching
under the sickle and hammer.

The Minister for Lands: You are getting
almost poctical.

Mr. MANN ; The white ants have got into
the Labour movement. While we will re-
main a part of the British Empire, the
Labour Party, which we have admired

The Minister for Lands: You have?

Mr. MANN: Yes; we have admired it as
a sound and solid body, but corruption is
already setting-in.

The Minister for Lands: That is & nice
thing to say when I am the president.

Mr. MANN: When the A.C.T.U. selects
a man like Thornion to represent it at the
conference in Paris, associated with a little
man from Vietoria Park named Senator
Fraser, a Federal Minister, I see the be-
ginning of the end of that great party.

The Minister for Lands: The Labour
Party is not even affiliated with the

ACT.U.

Mr. MANN: This is the sort of thing
that is going on. The members of the Lab-
our Party will find that it will not pay
them to eriticise their own organisation;
but the white-anting has already started.

Mr. Fox: Wishful thinking!

Mr. MANN: It is not. Now I come to
the question of demoeracy. The member
for East Perth has youthful ideas and I
admire them, notwithstanding that I am
grey-haired myself.

The Minister for Lands: You are getting
old-fashioned.

Mr, MAXX: The idea of the member for
East Perth is that democracy is ruining
Western Australia because of the existence
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of the Upper House. What a marvellons
idea! No doubi this young stalwart of the
Trades Hall and of the Labour Party, with
the ambition of some day becoming Pre-
mier and afterwards Prime Minister, has
a vision abont something that dees not be-
long to the Labour Party. There is no rea-
son why the Labour Party should not exist
as a separate entity, nor is there any rea-
son why our demoeratic party should not
also remain as a separate organisation. I
was glad to know that the Nurses’ Associ-
ation and the Teachers' Association re-
fused to affiliate with the Labour Party.

In my opinion, the fact that-the police
associnted themselves with the Labour
Party was a disgrace. The police are a
Lody of men appointed to maintain law and
order. They have taken an oath similar to
that which was taken by the Minister for
Lands and myself when we enlisted to serve
in the 1914-18 war. The police should
know no political party. Have the mem-
bers of the Police Force gained any bene-
fit from affiliating with the Labour Party?
Not a serap! Resignations from the force
are frequent; so apparently the men are
dissatisfied. I nssure the House that an
organisation has a perfect right to main-
tain its entity in any way it likes. We
never heard such rot in our lives as that
spoken by the member for Guildford-Mid-
land last pight. It was blarney!

The Minister for Lands: You must not
talk like that about a member.

Myr. MANN: He dealt with what the
Legislative Council was, is and should be.
Can any member tell me, or you, Mr.
Speaker, that the Council has "been the
cause of retarding the advance of Western
Australia?

Mr. Needham: It has hlocked progress.

Mr. MANN: I am sorry ounr Parliamen-
tary system eannot be altered so that when
we wish to have a quiet debate on these
matters you, Mr. Speaker, may leave the
Chair. Instead, you have to remain in the
Chair and you cannot speak. I have to
listen to interjections-to which I cannot
reply. T am aware that if T went oo far
vou would immediately stop me, because if
I did so it would be against Parlinmentary
procedure. But what of democracy? Let
us deal with that subject, and whether the
Legislative Council has retarded the pro-
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gress of the State. The member for Guild-
ford-Midland, in his speech last night, de-
finitely tried to make out that the member
for Nedlands had said this and that, and
that he was in favour of abolishing the
Council,

The Minister for Lands: It looked as if
he were in favour of abolishing it. ‘He did
not deny it.

Mr. MANN: I have an idea that the
member for Guildford-Midland spoke as he
did because he is sbout to face a pre-selee-
tion ballot. He spoke highly of the ex-
Premier, whom we all admire in many ways.
1 wish to quote from a speech of the mem-
ber for Geraldton which appears in ‘‘Han-
sard,’’ 1942-43, Vol. I, at page 1327. This
is what the hon. member (then Premier)
said—

The Commonwealth Grants Commission penal-
ises ug every year because of our social condi-
tions. The members of that body say that
various State Governments hetre, over the years,
have built up a set of social and industrial
conditions superior to those obtaining in any
other part.of the Commonwealth, and conge-
quently the people of Western Australia will
themselves have to pay for them. To that end
the Commonwealth Grants Commission imposes
what is ealls ‘‘ penalties,’* by deducting amounts
that would otherwise be included in the Com-
monwealth grants to Western Australia. I
think we ean he proud of our living standards
in Western Australia. We sometimes hear
people criticise loeal industrial and social con-
ditions, and contend that they are better than
they need be and that they handicap industry.
While we hear thoce statements, I am con-
vinced that those ecritics deep down in their
hearts are prond of the inlustrinl conditions
under which the workers of Western Anustra-
lin are employed. That coulld not he so under
unification, which would place all workers on a

,dead level.

The Labour Party for a very long time has
had implieit faith in the member for Ger.
aldton, as is evidenced by the fact of his
having retained the Premiership for s¢ many
vears. The speech from which I have quoted
shows that the ex-Premier himself believes
that the Council has been no deterrent to
the progress of the State, so what members
on the cross-benches have said about the
(Chamber is bumburg from start to finish, T
sincerely hope the member for Guildford-
Midland will remain in his seat while the
diseussion on his speech proceeds. As I
said, I listened to it carefully, and most of
it was on the subjeet of the Legislative Coun-
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cil. The member for Guildford-Midland is
actually one of the most conservative mem-
bers in this Chamber.

Mr. Thorn: And one of the wealthiest.

Mr. MANN: I agree. I very definitely
indeed would like to have his income. The
Westralian Farmers, Limited, is not a non-
paying company and the member for
Guildford-Midland enjoys a decent income
from it. Let ns be true to ourselves., If we
belong to the Labour Party, let us be true
to Labour. That iz the one virtue of the
member for East Perth. He is true Labour.
He is extreme Labour.

Mr. Thorn: Very!

Mr. MANN: Very definitely extreme
Labour.

The Minister for Lands: That means he
has to be very broad, too.

Mr. Withers: Absolutely! Definitely!
Mr. MANN: Very definitely indeed. I
cannot be more definite.

The Minister for Lands: Has he gone to
the Right or to the Left?

Mr. MANN: That is a very personal gues-
tion, Mr. Speaker. TFor some unknown rea-
son, when a man goes to the Left he becomes
frightfully Red. T shall leave the young
man alone now, because as the years pass
wisdom will come to him,

Mr. Thorn: Let us hope so.

Mr. MANN: He has ability and will acca-
mulate a little practical commonsense, which
will have the effect of altering his outlook
entively. Let us get back to the member for
Guildford-Midland for a moment. His policy
evidently is this: He spoke last night to
the workers of Midland Junection, who toil
and sweat, and he pointed out to them in his
speech that the cursed Legislative Council
was the damnation of the Western Australian
Parliament. Now he will probably go into
the eountry and talk about the Westralian
Farmers, Limited. This company is a great
monopoly, it is entirely capitalistic.  So
where does the hon. member stand?

Hon, W. D. Johnson: God help us!

Mr. MANN: Let us be true to our colours.
If we are Labour, let us be true to Labour
principles; if Demoeratie, let us he true to
Demaoeratic ideals.

Mr. Withers: That is a new one!

Several members interjected,

[17]1
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My, SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. MANN: I was annoyed to hear the
speech of the member for Guildford-Midland
last night beczuse there is not a particle of
truth in it. It is utter nonsense from start
to finish. I say to the Labour Party that
at any by-clection or election for the Council
the members of that Party do not put their
heart and senl into it hecanse, as the member
for Boulder onee said, “Thank God for the
Legislative Couneil I” )

Government Members: Oh!

‘Mr. MANN: Very definitely indeed. I
listened attentively to the speeches delivered
by the Minister for Railways over the years
when he was sitting on the eross-benches. I
can see him now, making a magnificent
speech on world finance. I have heard that
severe bark of his in the Chamber, although
I think his bark is worse than his bite. T
can sec him as he spoke, pointing to mem-
bers, on world finance as it should be.
There is a man called Chifley who is now
Prime Minister of Aunstralia. He once be-
lieved in and spoke about a reform of the
financial policy of Australia. Fle was a
member of the Roval Commission on bank-
ing. But what does he say today when a
reduction in taxation is suggested? When
that question is raised, he says it cannot be
done beeause we have to control prices in
order to stop inflation. The present Com-
monwealth Labour Government has led Aus-
tralia into the position of baeing one of the
+highest-taxed peoples of the world.

My, McLarty: The highest-taxed!

Mr. MANN: Yes. T will tell members why
the miners of Neweastle will not work over-
time. I wil! tell members why industrial
workers in Sydney will not do so. It is
becanse these peeple do not propose to work
overtime for an extra 8s. or 9s. of which
they receive only 2s. Why the Govermment
will not adopt the English post-war credit
system of tax and loan I do not know.
It is internal enrrency and the money could
be used again. What is happening is that
working people and other people are all
being brought to the one Jevel. It is a true
socialistie principle to put every man on the
same level. As far as the progress of Aus-
tralia is concerned, there will be no advance
until there is an easing of the taxation posi-
tion. I bhelieve that one of the main effects
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of the nationalisation of the Bank of Eng-
land was that America said, “This is the
end of lend-lease.”

Mr. Smith: How did you find that out?

Mr. MANXN: T have many quirt ways of
finding out things! At any rate, that is the
position of Australia. 1t is overloaded with
taxation,

Mr. Thorn: We had hetter send the Min-
ister for Railways over there.

Mr. MAXX: The Minicter for Rallways
has a much more important job to do here.
If he ean place our railways on a sound

footing, I am sure he will he honoured for .

many years affer he has pone. Consider the
proposal for the nationalisation of airways!
This hug of nationalisation has got into the
people of Australia and it is beeoming a
nuestion of nationalising this and nationalis-
ing that. Perlaps the most extraordinary
man Australian polities has produced, per-
haps the most extraordinary man in the his-
tory of the Commonwealth House of Parlia-
ment is the Hon. Edward Ward. This
bureauverat has charge of our transport. He
was too dangerons a man in the position he
held in the previous Cabinet with My, Curtin
as Prime Minister, and had to be removed.
This man became Minister for Transport and
decided that he would control the whole of
the transport of Australia. The vesult was
that he had only one train running from
Western Australia to the East, and if one
wanted to travel to the Bast one had fo sit
up between Adelaide and Sydney. The air-
linegs bhegan to compete and private eom-
panies put into commission four planes be-
tween Adelaide and Melbourne daily and
then ten from Western Australia to Adelaide
per week. The consequence was that Mr.
Ward was foreed to put on more trains.

Today if there were full nationalisation of
transport we would have the spectacle of
this man, Mr. Ward, being in eharge. Even
school children who wanted to go home for
the vacation were penalised by Jr. Ward!
He became the great Pooh-Bah of Australia,
the greatest it has ever produced. He was
a Yarra-bank orator who learnt his speeches
on the Yarra bank.

The Minister for Lands: Yon are getting
a bit mixed,

Mr. MANN: Well, in the Domain then.
They are hoth the same. That is wheve this
man learnt his principles, those of the gut-
tersnipe and nothing else.
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The Minister for Lands: Oh, no!

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You should with-
draw that statement.

Mr. MANN: I will withdraw nothing.

Hon. W. 0. Johnson: Al right: we will
see what happens when he comes here.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MAXNN: Bring him over here.

1Ion, W. 1). Johnson: You will sce!

Mr. MANN: God help Australia if nation-
alisation becomes widespread. Progress will
be retarded. Men whe have incentive to
move on will not tolerate it. No man, of
course, denies that a person who reaches the
agze of 65 is entitled to a pension.

The Minister for Works: How much pro-
gress have you made under capitalism?

Mr. MANN: A man who wanted to save
money for his old age would require to
aecenmulate £3,200 in order to have an
income equivalent to the old-age pension.
1 sugzest that this Government shounld make
the first irove towards introducing an old-
age pension scheme on & contributery basis.

The Minister for Works: How mueh pro-
gress have you, as a farmer, made under
vapitalism?

Mre. MANN: L am not trying to diseuss
my pevsonal affairs. Let us not look at
retty things, but consider the position gen-
erally.

AMr. Thern: We have not got capitalism.

Mr. MANN: I am one of those who eame
back from the first Great YWar, and T have
sons who have taken part in the war jusi
ended, and I say that Australin will be in a
dangerous position if cifect is given to the
policy of nationalisation. Under that sys-
tem, wo will have Government-control. 1
hope that we shall not agreec to Govern-
ment contrnl of establishments that were
used for the produetion of munitions. 1
have had experience of State-owned work-,
I hought a harvester from the State Lu-
l:Jement Works whieh cost me £180 and wus
of no use to me. Any Government enter-
prise is a failure and that will continue to
he so. I hope this Government wiill have
sufficient eommonsense to urge that the
munition factories should be released for
use by private enterprise and that thes
should  not  he  Governmoent-controlled.
Speakine in Beverley, Mr. Mountjoy,
MR, referrved to the manufaciore of re-
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frigerators and other amenities of that kind
and said how cheap they would be if Gov-
crnment-produoeed.

The Minister for Lands:
{ainly not cheap mow.

Mr. MANN: No. If these things are
Ciovernment-controlled, I know what will
happen, and so do other members. The
cost will be greater and the article in-
ferior, Let us leave private enterprise to
carry on. Who is the eapitalist but the
man who pays the highest tavation? A
man on £5,000 a vear has very little left out
of it when taxation has been dedueted. Dur-
ing the time of the Seaddan Government
we saw the growth of Government-controlled
establishments and what happened, They
were ghastly failures and cost this State
thousands of pounds. I hope that is not
going to happen again. :

The Minister for Works: The Post Offiee
has been pretty good.

Mr. MANN: That is a different under-
taking.

The Minister for Lands: What would
have happened with regard to the cartage
of super and wheat if it had not been for
the railways?

Mr. MANN: The railways are 2 Gov-
vrnment monopoly and private enterprise
cannet compete with them.

The Minister for Lands: Private enter-
prise could net earry those goods at the
siime rate as is chovged by the railways.

Mr. MANN: I think the Minister wili
find if it is worked out that that is not so.
Ordinary carriers who have transported
some eommodities at high rates have had te
lransport other commodities at lower
treights.

The Minister for Works: Not wheat or
super.

Mr. MANN: Yes, they have been ear-
vied as cheaply as they are carried by rail
at the present time,

Me. Rodareda: What nonsense!

Mr. ALANN: It is not nonsense; I know
what I am talking about. Therc is another
matter upon whieh I wish to touch and
that is the proposed new rural log, If that
i3 put into operation, there will be a few
(ormers less. T helieve that one of the
most important producers on the land is the
stud breeder. We have produced the most

They nare cer-
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wonderful flocks in the world. There are
the Bungaree, the Koonona, the Murray,
the Dalkeith and other high-class stud
Hoeks.

Mr. Rodoreda: And Tootra.

AMr. MANN: I am speaking of the par-
ent flocks in the East. The value of produc.
tion trom those flocks has amounted to mil-
lions of pounds. Our ftocks, prior to the
drought conditions, had increased from 3 lbs.
of wool per sheep to 8 or 9 lbs. per sheep
for the whole of Australia. As a resnit, this
has hrought to Anustralia £60,000,000 to
£80,000,000 a year, On top of that, we have
herds of pigs and eattle. This new log will
cripple the man who is irying to carry on
and produce those floecks and herds.

I believe that every farmer should pay
a reasonable wage to his farm hands; buti
he eannot pay what s demanded by this
new Jog, because the costs arc prohibitive
and the secale is stupid. One would need
s qualified aceountant to travel round all
day trving to find out what work the men
were doing. If this comes to pass, the
farmer will say, “I have had as much as I
want of controls and so on and T will have
them no longer. T will reduce my efforts.”
The coalminers have said they will not pro-
duce coal and the farmers will eventuallvy
adopt the same attitude. What will hap-
pen if the farmers are nationalised?

Mr. Withers: What will happen to the
men who come to the Government for assist-
ance?

Mr. MANN: Every man cannot be a far-
mer. TUrider modern conditions, no one can
learn the prineciples of farming under four
vears. The old idea does not still prevail
that 2 man c¢an go on to a hloek and simply
become a farmer. 1t is a seientific occupation
today. This country must produce the food
to feed Great Britain and other parts of
the world. If the cutting-out of the lend-
lease arrangement is going to have an ad-
verse offeet on Britain, we must help as
much as we can. Jf fhis log is granted by
the court, I make this prediction, that the
produetion of Western Australia will fall
hy 50 per eent.! )

The Minister for Works: What is a fair
wage to pay a good experienced farm
worker?

Mr. MANN: Some farmers at present are
paying £5 a week,
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The Minister for Works: You agree that
that is a fair wage. )

Mr. MANN: Yes, many farmers are pre-
pared to pay it, But, under the log, the day
is broken into four or five different parts.
Take the position of a tractor-driver. My
son has been working 16 hours a day on a
tractor. It was necessary to do that to get
the crop In because the rains were late. It
is of po use saying that the work ean he
done tomorrow. As a result, two men had
to be employed on the job and, under this
log, the rate of pay for one of thase men
would be so great that it would not pay te
erop. Our scheme of farming today is one
by which the erop must be puf in at a cer-
tain time and harvested at a certzin time.
1t is different from other work. I hope this
log. does nat come into being, hut if it does
our production will fall and continue to
fall. The farmers will not tolerate its con-
ditions, The costs would be equivalent to
£50 a week, which is impossible, This matter
should be on a Btate basis, and not Com-
monwealth, because Western Australia, with
its large area, is different from Victoria and
Queensland,

The Minister for Lands: Tt would he on a
State basis if you allowed farm workers to
be registered in the State Arbitration Court,
but you have blocked themn every time. That
is why they have gone to the Commonwealth,

Mr. MANN: We must rvealise the posi-
tion prevailing during the war. The farmers
today are not the elass of men who want
men to work for 30s, a week. The farm
hands will not work for that, either.

The Minister for Works: A 30s.-a-week
man is not worth having.

Mr. MANN: That is so. We realise that
we have to pay for the right elass of man.
For long hours we would have to pay a tre-
mendous rate, under the log, and for the
balance of the week the man would be on
the farm doing odd jobs until Saturday, and
would be paid for doing practically nothing,
especially if it happened to be wet weather.
This is a serions position and Western Aus-
tralia is the most important State in regard
to agriculture, T cannot see large factories
in this State.

The Minister for Lands: You are short-
sighted.

Mr. MANN: Not for a long time, at any
rate.
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The Minister for Works: You will see
them.

Mr. MANN: I hope so, but I hope the
people will not lose sight of the fact that
primary industry is the most important.

The Minister for Works: They are all im-
portaui.

Mr. MANN: I want to touch on the pub-
Iteity of Western Australia. FPeople in the
Eastern States do not know that Western
Australia exists. I want to thank the Labonr
Government of New South Wales for its
kindness to me. Few people in the Eastern
States know we exist. Why have we no
publicity there? They were anxious to know
about the South-West and the nfining areas
of Western Australia, and I gave what in-
formation I could to different groups of
men. During the war, large numbers of
Eastern States soldiers bave been here and
have returned home with g kindly feeling for
the people of this State and our climate,
which has not been very good lately. Why
does not the Government wake up and insti-
tute a pubieity campaign?

Mr. North: And a tourist scheme, too!

Mr. MANN: Yes, we have just as pretty
sights here as there are from Sydney to
Palm Beach, Why has there been no move
for publicity? I hope the new Premier will
agree to commenee a strong publicity cam-
paign in the East, either by means of the
cinematograph or by sending men to the
Eastern States. By doing those things, a
tremendous amount of money and popula-
tion will flow fo Western Australia.

The Minister for Lands: Why?

Mr. MANN: Beeause land values are low
here, and our climatic conditions are the
best. The present long drought is hitting
the East badly, and the loss has been esti-
mated at 30 million sheep. Are we so bash-
ful that we cannot give ourselves publicity
in the East?

The Minister for Lands: You have done

more damage to Western Aunstralia this
evening than any publicity eould overcome.

Mr. MANN: Not a bit. T would like to
be publicity officer for a while. I would
bring back some help for this State.

The Minister for Works: We shall take
vour claims into consideration.
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Mr. MANN: The present season has not
been the best in the Great Southern because
of late and very heavy rains and the scareity
of labour. There will, however, be an
assured water supply for the whole year.

The Minister for Lands: That is some-
thing.

Mr. MANN: The question of hay will be
doubtful in my distriet and in the Great
Southern generally. The castern wheathelt
will be able to produce more hay. In any
ease, the guestion must be deeided very soon.
In the Eastern States, stock is starving. In
Adelaide they have been feeding dairy cows
on 7 lbs, of chaff per week. That means
that the cows cannot carry on. We are all
hopeful of a bumper crop, although my dis-
triet will not do so well. I now eome to the
question of super. I have heard that there
is an attempt to get super from Naurn
again for New Zealand. Is it not possible
for the Commonwealth Government to
arrange for the Naura deposits to be worked
by Japanese labour as the installations have
been destroyed?

The super from North Afyiea, which we
get at present, on a 17 per cent. basis, is
of practieally small value. I mean that it
is a tremendous reduetion from 23 per cent.
to 17 per cent., and this super is net keep-
ing the growth up as did the old super. We
in Western Anustralia require good super
more than anyone else. Japan is at war with
us, although peace is, or very soom will he,
declared. Our men will he returning, and
we cannot afford to send Australians to
Nauru, but the Japanese could be used, as
prisoners-of-war, to produce this commodity,
which is the lifeblood of Australia. The
Western Australian  Government eould
approaeh the Commonwealth Government on
this matter. The super from Nanru is the
only super of its quality that T know of.
Japan destroyed the facilities that were
there, and they should rebuild them.

Mr. Watts: Are the gantries ready?

Mr. MANN: I understand that prepara-
tions are heing made for them in Sydney.
Prior to their establishment, the basket sys-
tem, with Chinese coolie lahour, was in force.
Japan should pay us, for the destruetion
at Naurn, hy sending Japanese to do the
work on the island. The North Afriean
super is of low grade and, in addition, there
is the expense of additional transportation,
and the difficulties beeause of the searcity
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of shipping. The Minister for Lands re-
plied to some questions of mine with regard’
to the pig industry. I hope the Common-
wealth Government will realise that the situa-
tion mnst be met this year and some stabili-
sation effected. Australia is in the position
to produce a very good class of pig.

The Minister for Lands: It is producing
a very fat type.

AMr. MANN: Our pigs are considered the
best on the market hecause they are wheat
and barley fed. In Canada the breeders are
mostly feeding their pigs on maize. I hope
the Government will make a quick deeision
on this matter. There is no time to lose.
We are fairly large pig-breeders. Many
thousands of pigs are bred in Australia every
vear, but I venture to say that no farmer is
likely to be caughi again unless some stabili-
sation is effected. Rather will he put all his
sows on the market as choppers and get the
good price that will be fortheoming for them.
There has heen too much stupid Federal
control of the industry, too mueh shilly-
shallying on the part of officials and too
many different ideas expressed on the sab-
jeet.

The Minister for Works: Sir Earle Page
had mixed ideas on the question at one time.

Mr. MANN: And Mr. SBeully has even
bigger and more mixed ideas on the subject
today. The State Government shonld
approach the Commonwealth anthorities and
get from them a definite pronouncement as
to what is going to be done with regard to
the stabilisation of the industry. In mo part
of the world can better pigs be bred than
in the South-West of this State. I point
out that this year Canada is likely to export
10,000,000 pig carcases to Great Brifaim,
against which Anstralia will only be export-
ing about 4,000,000. The shipping questionr
has apparently no effect on the industry be-
canse the chilling system is well under con-
trol. What I am concerned about is the
time when the market has become fairly
well balanced. We must have a policy to
work to.

We want to know whether we are breed-
ing the right class of pig, good as it is. In
Australia we go in more for the Berkshire-
Tamworth eross. In Canada men are breed-
ing the large white type. In the Argentine
they are breeding a fat type of pig. 1In
Victoria and New South Weles breeders are
turning out a heavy type of pig bred
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from Tamworth boars out of Wessex sows.
1 sugpest that the State Government
would do well to send a man to

the Smithfield market to see the guality
that is displayed there. He would be in
a position then to see what s requirved of
breeders in this State. I feel sure that
breeders here could respond in the way de-
sired. The Canadian bacon has been subsi-
dised to the extent of 1s. per lb. sterling,
compared with the Australian price of 9d.
per lb.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: D’igs or lambs?

Mr. MANN: I am speaking of pigs. We
have a marvellous opportunity to get into
the pig export trade. 1 know that our
lambs will hold their own anywhere in the
world. I also know how dangerous the

position is today for the pig industry. DMen

will not breed pigs in the quantity they
could do. I feel sure that unless the situ-
ation is clarified very quickly breeders will
send their sows to markets as choppers
and will be content to get the good price
of £10 per head for them. It is time the
Commonwealth Government made up its
mind what {o do in the matter. Whethar
Denmark has recovered sufficiently to
[aunech out in the bacon trade, T do not
know. We must watch the position closely.
Our Western Australian Southdown lambs
will hold their own anywhere in the
world. There is also likely to be a big de-
mand for baby heef, and there, too, we ean
play our part. If eonditions are stahilised
it should be possible for this State fo ex-
port from 35,000,000 to 6,000,000 earcases
per annum of baconers. We are far short
of that today.

T am very concerned about the question
»f the export quality. When the market
‘is balanced quality will become a primary
faetor. The Minister for Lands interjeeted
Just now concerning our bacon being too
fat. It may be that it is too fat. There
are two mcethods to be followed in the
rearing of pigs. One is to improve the
nuality by breeding and the other is to
achieve the same end by feeding. We have
a chanee of embarking upon a tremendous
expart trade if the faecilities are offered to
us. We should send a man to Smithfield
and ke could then proeeed to Canada and
make a complete survey .of the whole in-
dustry., The State would be well repaid
for the cost of such a proposal. Too few

[ASSEMBLY.]

of our people ohserve the conditions of
trade when they go abroad. The result is
that nobody knows what the position with
regard to this pig industry really is over-
sea. The Agent-General for this State, Mr.
Troy, has no knowledge of the industry.

Hon. J. C. Willeoek: Has he not? He
bred pigs for years.

Mr. MAXN: Is he an authority on the
subject :

Hon. J. C. Willcock: Are you?

Mr. MANXN: T am.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MAXNXN: T have been a judge of pigs
and have bred pigs for years.

Mr. Doney: He is best pig judge in the
State.

Hon. J. C. Wiljicock: Mr. Troy followed
the adviee of lhe experts of the Agrieul-
tural Department in pig-raising.

Mr. MANXN: T do not believe all the ad-
vice that is given from those quarters.

Mr. Watts: The member for Beverley is
a J.P.

Mr. MANN: Has the Government ve-
ceived any information from the Agent
General concerning the sobject of pig-
raising or the quality of baeon?

The Minister for Lands: 1’erhaps not,
for security reasons.

Mr. MANX: T would not mind betting
that he hag not visited the Smithfield mar-
ket for a lone fime, and that the Govern-
ment has received no veport from him as
to the nuality of the bacon displayed there.
I hope the Govermment will lose no time
in gending n man to make a survey of the
position at Smithfield. My opinton is that
once the restrietions on the porker trade
are lifted the industry will make rapid pro-
gress becanse of the high prices that are
almost eertain tn prevail. T am looking
ten years ahead in this matter. Once the
industry is established and we have opened
up the ehannels of trade with Fngland, that
trade will be ours for all time. It will
result in ecapital being bronght into the
country, in our soil heing better fertilised,
and in our hrecders becoming more prospe-
rous,

1 wish now to touch upon the ¢uestion
of our divoree laws., Numbers of soldiers
have approached me on the question. They
arc men who enlisted and went away to
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fight for us. They have now found that
their domestie affairs are not in a happy
condition. In some instances a man’s wife
has ecleared ou{ with an Amervican or an
Australian. The unfortunate hushands are
penalised heeanse, on the ground of deser-
tion, they eannot get a divorce for three
vears. In one unit alone I believe there
are some 40 men in that unfortunate posi-
tion, all vound about 38 years of age. They
are anxious to seftle down, re-marry and
" have a family, bat under the existing law
they are debarred from divoreing their
wives until three vears have elapsed. T
know of instances in which lawyers have
written to the hushands eonveying a mas-
sage from the wives saying, *‘I do net in-
tend to live with you any longer.”” The
soldiers have spent years fighting for our
country, and when they find that their
domestic affairs can no longer he tolerated
they have to wait three years for their
freedom. '

Hon. J. C. Willcock: They ean gef a
divoree on different grounds.

Mr. MANN : There is a certain amount of
modesty in some men. They do not desire to
apply for their freedom on the ground of
the misconducet of their wives with other
men. They find it too embarrassing. If the
wife agrees to a divorce on the ground of
her desertion and there is definite proof that
she has left the husband, it is still impossible
to break the matrriage ties under a term of
three years. '

Hon. J. C. Willcock: Tt may be possible

to prove that the wife is mixed up with some
other man.

Mr. MANN: Some of the soldiers do not
desire to prove such a2 case. There is a large
number of men like that in the Forees to-
day. :

Mr. Watts:
adultery.

They would have to prove

Mr. MANN: That is not so easy to prove
in all instances unless a case is framed. I
trust the Government will bring down some
legislation to provide a way out for these
men.

‘When I was in Broken Hill recently I saw
the most modern hospital in Australia. This
¢ost a quarter of a million pounds and
serves a population of 25,000 people. Of
the total, a sum of £140,000 was paid by
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that wonderful organisation which is so often
sneered at by people, namely, the Broken
Hill Proprietary.

Mr. J. Hegney: That was out of the pro-
fits they made last year.

Mr. MANN: I do not hold shares in the
Broken Hill Company, but I admire an or-
ganization that can treat its men as the
Broken Hill treats its employees. Why have
therg been no strikes at Whyalla or Broken
Hill? Tt is because the men are satisfied
with the treatment they receive from the
company. Any person who holds shares in
the Broken Hill has paid through the nose
in taxation.

Mr. J. Hegney: After providing for elose
on £1,000,000 profit.

Mpr. MANN: T do not care what anybody
says about the Broken Hill Company. I have
na hrief for that concern, but it has done a
marvellons war job, and Essington Lewis,
who, thank God, helped to make Australia’s
war effort, is a product of the Broken Hill
Company. That company produces and
solls steel cheaper than it is sold in any
other part of the world., The hospital to
which T have referred is most modern and
it cost £250,000. T saw the quarters and
conditions supplied there for the pursing
staff, and they were remarkably good. When
I returned to Western Awstralia 1 visited
the Perth Public Hospital—I wish the Min-
ister for Health was present to hear this—
and saw the conditions of the nursing staff
here,

The Minister for Lands: Did you sce the
plans for the new nursing quarters?

My, BLANN: No.

The Minister for Lands: You are like &
lot of other people. We have been waiting
five years to get the hogpital completed.

Mr. MANN: The nurses’ quarters at Collie
are escellent, and are the most modern im
Western Australia. If Collie ean have ex-
cellent quarters for the nursing staff the
same conditions should apply here.  The
meinber for Collie can be proud of the quar-
ters there, but at the Perth Hospital and
the King Edward we should, for a long time
past, have had much better conditions for
the nursing staff. TIf we do not improve
those conditions we will not get the girls to’
stay there, and I hope they are able to ap-
proach the Arbitration Court for an award.
I am not so much afraid regarding the
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younger girls, who may marry, but the eon-
ditions are not fair to those who do noti
marry but remain there over a number of
years., As I say, the Broken Hill Company
can find £250,000 for a hospital for a popu-
lation of 25,006, and similar conditions
should apply to the hospitals here.
# small amendment to the Address-in-reply.

The Minister for Lands:
Tt is becoming a habit.

Another one?

The Minister for Works: This is develop-
ing inte a rackel,

Mr. MANN: I move an amendment:

That the following words be added to the
motion for the adoption of the Address-in-
reply:—‘‘That this House considers that as
it is now beecoming increasingly clear that
greater production is vital to the post-war
interests of this country and of the British
Commonwealth, your Government should
take immediate steps to inform the Com-
monwealth Government of Australin that in
the interests of production it is vital (a)
that alil personnel in the Forces who can
be absorbed at once into industry will be
released without delay, there being no jus-
tifieation for the continuance of restrictional
eontrol in regard to the release of such
pergons; and (b) that no such person in
Western Australia on leave should be
obliged to return to his or her unit for dis-
charge, thus wasting valuable time and
money. "’

I move this amendment in all sincerity, as
I think the question of the release of Ser-
vicemen is a vital one now. What are the
facts as to why men are not being released
from the Forces more quickly? Is it a fear
of the Commonwealth Government that, ow-
ing to munitions factories closing down,
there will be too much unemployment, or is
1t just the usual red tape such as soldiers
.0f the last war experienced? Is it just
the extraordimary control of Military De-
;partments, by heads of departments, and
ithe usual red tape which was so pronounced
in the Australian Forces, or what else is
hehind it? Why cannot the Government
now release these men to private industry
or to jobs that are waiting for them? Many
farmers and businessmen in my electorate
are anxious to have men released from the
Forces. The system of points, as published
in “The West Australian,” appears to me to
be the most stupid idea imaginable, and T
think it is probably an idea from Dr.
Coomhs, as the Minister said the other
night—

I have .
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The Minister for Lands: I_never men-
tioned Dr. Coombs. I do not know him.

Mr. MANXN: Is he in charge, or is it ong
of the professorial staff who is in charge
of the scheme of demobilisation? The
points system is based on years of service,
the number in the family, and so on. A
man who is being discharged may be going
to sweep the streets or do some other men-
iul work, whereas ancther man, whose re-
lease is sought, may be required to fill a
key position in a factory. I think it would
be mueh better, from the point of view of
production, if the Commonwealth Govern-
ment would release men when their releases
were applied for. The intake at Karra-
katta during the war was at the raie of
2,000 per week, but at the present time the
rate of discharge is 26 per week, I met a
soldier the other day, who had heen a
prizoner-of-war in Germany for four years.
That man reported at Karrakatta every
morning at 8 o’clock for ten days for his .
discharge, but surely if men could he pushed
into the Army so quickly there could now
he some speeding up of the examination
and x-ray of men for releagse. If that is
not done many men will have to wailt years
for releases, and will beeome sick and tired
of not being able to leave the Army with-
out losing their deferred pay and the pos-
sibility of repatriation benefits. Those men
are shackled today, and the taxpayers ara
paying for their keep in camps. There is
an enormous waste of money while industry
i1s waiting to absorb discharged personnel.

Is the Government afraid that when the
munition factories are elosed unemploy-
ment will become foo generzl? Apparently
there has heen no preparation for the pre-
rent situation, on the part of the Common-
wealth Government, to handle repatriation,
beeanse the cessation of hostilities has come
s0 quickly. After the last war the same
kind of red tape prevailed in England.
Numbers of Australian soldiers were wait-
ing in England for their discharges, buf
were told that they must go back to France
to be discharged. The men said, “We will
not. We will defy you, if necessary.” For-
tunately some officer of higher rank eame
along ard said to the men, “Pile your arms
and I will give you my word that you wili
be discharged in England and sent haek to
Australia, and not back to France.” When
I returned from the last war there was a
job waiting for me, and four days after T
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arrived back in Australia T was able to go
to my job. If the rate of release is o be
so small there will be many men kept in
the Services for a long time, and I ean
assure members that there will be great bit-
terness among those who desire to get out
of the Forees.

I know the Australian soldier. I knew
him in the last war and T know him in this.
Now that the war is over, they are not
anxious to remain in uniform., They want to
return to ecivilian life and to enjoy their
home surroundings as formerly, They,want
to return to their positions and they have
their eyes on their future. They do not
wish to remain in the Army at this stage,
with no chance of any progress. The posi-
tion that exists today is simply scandalous.
Ovr is the explanation this: There is a bureau-
cratic body of men in control and they de-
sire to retain their positions as long as they
possibly can, for they recogmisc they have
good jobs. We know there has heen a lot
of graft going on in Australia, and all that
has been done has not been of the best.
Many of the men in eontrol know that when
the Serviceman are released, they themselves
will lose the best jobs they ever had in
their Jives. Many men have been in high
positions such as they eould never hold down
in peacetime. Is that why there is no greater
attempt to release men, hut rather every
effort made to retain them in the Services? It
may sound rather extreme and I do not wish
to be unkind in my remarks, but I am con-
vinced that there is something behind all this.
The war is over. Why are not these men
released ? ’

Mr. Withers: They have their JObS to come
hack to when they return.

Mr. MANN: We know that many of these
soldiers when they return have jobs to go
to, and their employers will take them back.

Mr. Thorn: But you are not referring to
that phase, but to those who are in control.

Mr. MANN: That is so. I am talking
 about these despots and bureancrats who
are holding down big jobs.

Mr. Rodoreda: You mean the Army heads?

Mr. MANN: Yes, one or two amongst
others.

Mr. Rodoreda; Why do you not say so?

Mr. Thorn: That is the point the member
for Beverley is making.
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Mr. Watts: He is referring to some of
those fat majors.

Mr. Thorn: And many others.

Mr. MANN: Is that the explanation of
it, or is it merely a further indication of the
extraordinary idea the Government has re-
garding nationalisation of this and that$ Does
it want to nationalise the control of these
men? There is something radieally wrong.
From time to time we hear urgent requests
for increased production. We are asked to
promote shearing operations, the production
of food, and so on. I assure the House that
the farmers are stuck for shearers, and thal
is very definitely the position. We must
realise that not only the farmers, but men
in every walk of life will not accept dicta-
tion from the manpower authorities in times
of peace as they did when the war was im
progress.

Take the position of our seeondary indus-
tries! They will not be content to remain
under the domination of the manpower
authorities.  If the Government wants
farmers to harvest their crops and shear
their flocks, it will not be done under exist-
ing conditions. At this late hour of the
season the position is emphasised, and I ean
tell the HFlouse that the fallowing necessary
for next year’s crops is not being done, not
only because of the adverse weather condi-
tions, but because of the lack of manpower.
I have moved the amendment in the hope that
the Goverament will be induced to take the
sensible course of releasing more men so-
that the work invelved in harvesting, shear-
ing and so on will be carried ouwt and thus
enable us to enjoy increased production. As
things arve, the old conditions go on. I spoke
to a business man in Perth last week who
told me that he wanted the release of a
number of men for work in his factory. The
men are availahle.

Mr. J. Hegney: They are in Japan!

Mr. MANN: They are not. Don’t talk
such rot! The men I refer to are in Aus-
tralia. What does the hon. member know
about it? He knows nothing whatever about
soldiering. The Minister for Lands is am
old soldier and he knows all abeuf the red
tape associated with Army control. Bo does
every other soldier-member of this House.
Again I ask, if the military authorities were
ahle to take in 2,000 men a week at Karra-
katta during wartime, why can they not be



428

equally expeditions in their release of men
at this stage? Unless something is done
about the matter, when releases do take place
what a disturbing position will arise! As
an old soldier, I warn Parliament of what
is likely to happen. Produection is vital to
the well-being of this State. If the authori-
ties are going to play about with these men
and fool them regarding their release, trouble
will come,

Mr. Rodoreda: You think so?

Mr. MANN: If the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment will not expedite the maiter, then I
suggest that the State Government should do
something to prod the Commonwealth auth-
orities into action. Have we lost the last
vestige of principle that we must lie down
and take it from the Commonwealth? If I
know the Minister for Works, who is now
Acting Premier, he will talk to the Common-
wealth authovities in the right way. Treat-
ment like this may be all right for some
parts of Australia, but it is no good for
Western Australia. T have moved the amend-
ment in the belief that the men should be
released as soon as possible.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: Everyone agrees
with that.

Mr. MANN: Then why has it not heen
«lone?

The Minister for Lands: But they have
not signed the peace treaty with Japan yet,
and you know it!

Mr. MANN: Perhaps so.

Mr, Thorn: I will tell the Minister some-
thing abount that.
. The Minister for Lands: Then do so now.

Mr. MANN: The fact remains that Japan
is definitely on the rocks and is finished; we
have the stranglehold on her. The lend-lease
operations have brought home to us what the
Mother Country means to Australia, and we
must now recognise that the Old Country
will be the biggest buyer of our goods seeing
that lend-lease has been so arbitrarily with-
drawn. T submii the amendment to the
House hoping that it will be agreed to this
afternoon and then placed immediately
before the Commonwealth Government.

THE ACTING PREMIER (Hon A R,
‘3. Hawke — Northam —on amendment}
15.58]: I think it must be obvious that the
Parliamentary members of the Country and
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Democratic League, who have seats in this
House, are determined to make the Address-
m-reply look untidy by tying to it an amend-
ment of one kind or another. This is the
third amendment that members opposite
have moved within a period of a few days.

Mr, Needham : There will be more of them
vet. The member for Willlams-Narrogin is
next.

The ACTING PREMIER: Everything
that was said in connection with the two pre-
ceding amendments could be stated in con-
neetion with that now ynder diseussion. I
am not quite sure what particular objective
the members concerned have in mind, They
themselves ave the only ones who know what
that objective is.

Mr. Mann: My objective is sineerity, with
a view to getting the men released.

Mr. Doney: And to secure the uplift of
industry.

The ACTING PREMIER: I find it some-
what diffieult completely to accept the idea
that all three amendments moved have been
presented entirely with a view to henefiting
the State in some way.

Mr. Thorn: That is for want of under-
standing, I suppose.

The ACTING PREMIER : Tt may be he-
cause of a fairly Jdeep under<fandine of the
methods which some of the members of the
party concerned adopt from time to time.

Mr. Mann: Do not lose your charitable-
ness!

The ACTING PREMIER : I intend neither
to lose any of mx charitab'eness nor to faol-
low the bad example of the member for
Beverley and lose my temper.

Mr. Doney: Baut yvou will deal with the
amendment on its merits.

The ACTING PREMYER : Paragraph (a)
of the amendment now before the House
reads—

That all pe:sonnel in the Forecs who ean
be alworbed at once into inda-T-y will be re-
Ieazed without deluy, thire Leine no justifiea-
tion for the continuanmer of e t=ie'ional con-

trol in regard to !¢ rvleuse of -g- porsons.
1t is generally true that every man considers
he i1s ahle to do much hetter than the man
who is responsible for doine a particular
Jjoh.

I{on. J. C. Willeack : That even applies in
football, does it not?

.
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The ACTING PREMIER: Most people
feel that, if they were only charged with
the responsibility of doing a certain job,
they could do it ever so much hetter thao
the man or men who have to carry the re-
sponsibility for it. Who is there in this
Chamber that can say with any degree of cer-
tainty that therc is no justification for the
continuanee of any restrictional control at
present reparding the release of Australian
men in the varions Serviees?

Mr. Doney: That view is not set out in
the amendment. )

The ACTING PREMIER : It is definitely
and clearly set out. For the benefit of the
member for Williams-Narrogin, I will read
that paragraph again—

That all personnel in the Forees who ean be
absorbed at once into industry will be released
without delay, there being no justification for
the continunnee of restrictional control in re-
gard to the release of such persons.

The Minister for Lands: Perhaps that is
not what he meant.

The ACTING PREMIER: Only a few
days have elapsed since hostilities between
the Allied Nations and Japan came to an
end. Bo far as we are aware, the Allied
Forces have not actually landed in Japan to
establish an adeguate army of ocenpation in
order that conditions might be enforced
under which the leaders of the Allied Nations
might control Japan for the purpose mainly
of de-militarising that nation and secondly
for the purpose, I should hope, associated
with an endeavour to direct the minds of the
great masses of the Japanese people along
more constructive and peaceful avenues in
the future. Wheo can say it might not hap-
pen that a considerable number of Austra-
lian fighting men will not be directed to
hecome part of the army of oecupationd

Mr. McDonald: The number to be sent
is 10,000, is it not?

The ACTING PREMTER : Whether 2,000,
10,000 or 50,000 does not matter for the
purpose of discussing this amendment.

My. Abbott: They will all be volunteers.

The ACTING PREMIER: That may he
50,

The Minister for Lands: That would make
it worse.

Mr. Thorn: No, it would not,

Mr. Abbott: This assumes that they are to
apply.
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The ACTING PREMIER: It ‘assumes
nothing of the sort. The paragraph I have
read declares unequivocally and without any
qualification that “all personnel in the Forces
who can he ahsorbed at once into industry
will be released without delay.”

Mr. Thorn: That means the men with
jobs to go to, does it not?

The ACTING PREMIER: Of course, but
many of the men with jobs to go to might
not wish to rdturn to those jobs. They
might prefer to go to Japan as part of the
Allied army of occupation.

Mr. Thorn: A small percentage might.

The ACTING PREMIER: It does not
matter whether the percentage be large or
small. A number might want to take advant-
age of what 1 should say would be a marvel-
lous opportunity and would volunteer to go
and, if aecepted, would go.

The Minister for Lands: If T were there,
I wonld go, and so would the member for
Beverley.

The ACTING PREMIER: Apart from
this, there are the general aspects. I re-
peat that no member is sufficiently well in-
formed of the actunal situation as to be able
to say that all men in the Forces who have
jobs to return to in this State shonld he re-
leased immediately. Men in the Services are
located in various islands, and it might well
be that the Avstralian Army authorities will,
for the time being, have important work in
the direction of maintaining order and do-
ing other things in those islands. How can
we, as individuals far removed from the
scene of operations and with an altogether
incomplete knowledge of the faets, coldly
declare that all of those men should be re-
leased immediately and hurried back to
Western Ausliralia for the purpose of taking
occupations in the civilian aetivities and in-
dustries of the State? We are not com-
petent to say that, and therefore we would
be placing ourselves in an entirely wrong
position if we made a declaration along the
lines set out in the first paragraph of the
amendment. We all know that the member
for Beverley is a most impetuous persom.

The Minister for Lands: Trrvesponsible.

The ACTING PREMIER: But we al)
very greatly admire him, despite that faet.
I have no doubt that had he the power to
do s0, he would issue an edict or proclama-
tion now—
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Mr. J. Hegney: To disband the Army.

The ACTING PREMIER :—perhaps so
—directing, under pain of great punishment,
that all of the men concerned should immedi-
ately be rushed back to Western Australia,
irrespective of the resunlts which might en-
sue in the places where those men now are
because of their being suddenly, and without
warning, brought back to their own State. T
-submit that we are in no position to make a
judgment en this point, ard therefore it
would be foolish of us—we would bhe placing
ourselves in an entirely wrong position—
to carry this amendment. From my experi-
ence I have found it always advisable to be
in possession, if possible, of all the facts of
the situation before reaching a decision on
it; if it be impossible to obtain all the faets,
then to obtain the greatest possible number
of facts, study them as closely as possible,
and make a deeision. That course certainly
is not being followed this afternoon.

We bave an amendment thrown at us
without apy notice, without any warning,
calling upon us to make a tremendously im-
portant decision, and we are not in posses-
sion of any facts except those on one side
-of the situation, that side being the urgent
necessity for additional manpower to be

" provided for the industries of this State.
‘We have no facts whatever about the other
stde of the situation, no facts of any kind
about the actual requirements of the Army,
the Navy and the Air Forde in the areas
ouiside Australia where these men are
stationed and where they may be doing many
things of which we are not aware. It may
quite easily be that Western Australia and
the other States of the Commonwealth, if
they were In possession of all the facts of
the position in many of the devastated
islands north of Australia, would say that
our Servicemen there should remain in order
to assist in carrying out many of the urgent
Tequirements existing there at the present
time.

We seem to be overlooking entirely the
fact that many of the islands in which these
men are located have suffered severe damage
from the attacks made upon them by the
enemy. Consequently we are in no position
tto agree to a suggestion of this kind. : If
we did, we might be doing a grave wrong
to the men in the Services and might be
doing an even graver wrong to the people
in those islands whe have suffered the des-
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truction and horrors of warfare. So I ask,
Mr. Speaker, that the majority of the mem-
bers of this Chamber take a reasonable and
broad view of the general situation as far as
we are able to understand it. If they do
so, 1 feel confident—even sure—that this
amendment will be lost.

Mr. Thorn: What about dealing with the
urgency of these releases? That is men-
tioned in the amendment,.

The ACTING PREMIER: Mr. Speaker,
we have dealt with the urgency of releases
of men from the Fighting Services on many
occasions. The State Government has made
representations to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment with a view to securing the releasc
of as many men as possible from the Ser-
viees. Individual members of the House
have done the same thing themselves time
and again. I would suggest that no effort
has been spared either by the State Gov-
erament or by the individual members of
Parliament {o obtain the release of the
greatest number of men possible from the
Fighting Serviees. But here, apain, I sug-
gest that we ourselves are not always the
best judges of the situation. In fact, ¥
would suggest that if the Navy, the Army
and the Air Force had during the war re-
leased all the men for whom applications
for release were made, there would be no
Navy, no Army, and no Air Force left.

Mr. Watts: That is not the point.

Mr. Doney: It is an exaggeration.

The ACTING PREMIER : It might be a
slight exaggeration, but nevertheless it iz
true to an exftent. I have no donbi, Mr,
Speaker, that the same practice was fol-
lowed in every Allied country: and if-all
the releases asked for in all the Allied coun-
tries had been granted, then, instead of
celebrating victory a few days ago, we
would have been defeated many months ago
because we would not have had the man-
power in the Fighting Secrvices to win the
war.

»

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The ACTING PREMIER: I know of
no worse time to try to make a speech than
immediately after » meal! Tkerefore my
remaining remarks will be few. Paragraph
(b} of the amendment reads—

That no such person in Western Australia
on leave shonld be obliged to re’ trn to his or
her nnit for discharge, thus wn-*ng valuable
time and money.
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Generally speaking, there would be little or
o objection to that propesal, but it is un-
neeessary to add even that portion of thq
amendment to the Address-in-reply. If the
hon. member concerned wishes to do some-
thing along these lines by way of moving
a motion it could be fully debated and
probably supported. During his recent
. visit to the Eastern States, the Premier had
detailed diseussions with the Prime Minis-
ter regarding the release of Service person-
nel; and if 1 remember rightly, one of the
peints he was going to discuss with the Prime
Minister was very mueh along the lines of
that set out in paragraph (b) of the amend-
ment, which I now ask the House to de-
feat.

MR. WATTS (Katanning—on amend-
ment) {7.33]: I find myself in disagreement
with the Acting Premier. He Dbegan his
observations by some personal remarks eon-
egrning the member for Beverley with re-
gard to which I think it more advisable to
save the time of the House rather than to
attempt to make the reply which, in my
opinion, the hon. gentleman deserves. I
think the reasen for the amendment moved
by the member for Beverley is a point that
has been entirely overlooked by the Aecting
Premier, althongh T thought it was made
quite clear by the mover himself.  That
point is that discharges from the Australian
Armed Forees are to be regulated on what
is known as the points system. As the hon.
member indicated, the points system practi-
eally amounts to the release of personnel on
the grounds of their age, family responsibili-
ties, and length of service. It is perfectly
true that length of service is a strong ground
to be taken into consideration. It is also
true that family responsibilities must be re-
garded as of importanee because of the
needs of family life, and because of the great
cost of maintaining a member of the Forces
who has large family responsibilities as
against the cost of maintaining a single man.
Bat in recent days we have come upon a
state of affairs which I think very few of us
expected. I refer to the eessatiou of what is
known as lend-lease.

We have all read, I think, with varying
thoughts on the subjeet, the reports as to
the extreme difficulty that will be experienced
in Great Britain and in European countries
in obtaining the supplies necessary for their

431

subsistence when lend-lease is stopped. It
has undoubtedly doubled the difficulties of
our relations with the Old Country. In order
to maintain life in their people, I doubt
whether it is possible for them to take into
consideration a further reduection of the
ration available. If that were done, they
wonld practically be reduced, as I under-
stand the position—and indeed as today’s
reports indieate—to a condition bordering on
starvation, Whether or not this state of
affairs is going to have any great effect upon
Eurcpean countries, I am not in a position
to say. If it is going further to restriet
their supplies not only of food but also of
raw materials for other purposes, the posi-
tion is all the more serious.

But et us confine ourselves to production
as affecting our own relations and our good
customers in the British Isles. They are
going to find life as diffieult as it has been
for many years past because of war eircum-
stunces, the tremendous loss of shipping, and
other difficulties. There was some prospect
of their sitnation being relieved, if, in eon-
Junction with better sea transport and more
of it, they could have been assured of sup-
plies from the Ameriean continent without
the obligation of having to find money for
them. It seems doubtful whether, under
international financial arrangements that ap-
pear to exist, they are in a position to buy
what they might bave acquired by other
means under the lend-lense system. 8o it
seems to me—and I believe it seems fo the
member for Beverley—that it becomes rather
our duty immediately, and as far as possible,
to increase the supplies that we might make
available for transport oversea to a country
which, in view of our relationship with it
both nationally and financially, is able to
make arrangements fairly easily with us to
buy our goods of which it is in sore need.

Having arrived at that conelusion, one im-
medmtely comes to the point of what ean be
done to increase quickly the supphes that
are available. It is not my opinion alone,
but it is the opinton of the Premier and his
deputy and of every Minister bere and, I
expeet, of every member of this House that
the difficulties of supplying foodstuffs from
this country to wherever our customers may
require them has been considerably accentu-
ated by the shortage of the requisite man-
power; and not only of manpower for the
actnal production itself, but also of man-
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power in industry generally te do the many
things that are required in order to speed up
that production. Machinery is required to
be produced and repaired. Other work of
a maintenance character has been held over
and has to be attended to in order
that that production may be advanced.
Materials that we can produce, when man-
power is again available, are required for
these purposes. In the ordinary way, as
1 see it, it might have been very nice for
our (jovernments to have so arranged the
demobilisation of the Forces as to be most
convenient for the persons concerned
therein, and to have disregarded for the
time being, any question of inercased pro-
duction exeept in so far as the release, by
the means proposed, would have made ad-
ditional manpower slowly available for that
increased production.

But, as I have said in recent days we
have come across a state of affairs which
in my view, and I think in that of most
menibers here, will eause us to re-cast our
opinions on that subjeet. We ave suggest-
ing, through the amendment moved hy the
memher for Beverley, that the Common-
wealth Government should be asked to re-
cast its opinions on this subjeet heeause,
I think, Western Australia is specially en-
titled to make representations of this cha-
racter through its State Government. We
have heard repeatedly, and we do not deny
them, statements made by members of the
Government sitting opposite, that Western
Austialia has contributed in manpower and
cash resourees ouf of proportion to its
population. It has, on the other hand, in
normal times been the greatest producer
per head of population in the Common-
wealth. On all these eounts, therefore, T
suggest that Western Australia, through
its (tovernment, is entitled to wmake repre-
sentations {o the Commonwealth {iovern-
men on the subject of release of man-
power for production purposes. If West-
ern Australia cannot do it and if we are
not justified in doing it then ne-one is jus-
tified in doing it' Let us consider for a
moment this points system, which was fully
set out in ““The West Australian’’ of the
22nd MXooust, 1945, and is as follows:—

Demobilisation of the Australian Forces will
he Lared on a points *vstem unsler which points
will he allotfed for length of serviee, age and
tamilv reeponsibility.  Details were pnblighed
in ‘*The Weut Anstralian '’ last Satorday. The
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Prime Minjster (Mr. Chifley) in announcing
the decisions, said thut the system would he
fair to members ot the Forces and vwould aflow
of orderly demohilisation. Demobhilisation
would proeved by predetermined stuges whicn
would begin us vcarly as possible—mot Iater
than Oetober 1, 1943,

Tntil the scheme began, said Mr. Chifiey, the
present special reloases would be acceleratol.
The priority system for demebilisation of men
wonlidl depend on length of service, age at ¢n-
listment and family responsibilities. Ia pene-
ral men would be made available for demobili-
sution in the order of priority seores—the
higher the score the earlier the rolease—ax-
sessed on the following basis: Eneh month of
gervice to eount equally with each year of age
as at the beginning of full-time service, hut
the releare of those with dependants would he
aceelerated by counting each month of service
as time and a half for the purpose of allot-
ting points for Jength of scrvice.

Then there iz a table which indieates that
no regard, as far as one can discover, iy
being paid to the speed with which an
applieant for release can be absorbed inte
industry. nor the needs of the industry inte
which he ecan he absorbed. It seems to
most of us, in view of all the cirecumstances
that have avisen, that there is voom for an
alteration in this scheme, to take into eon-
sideration the necessity for the quick re-
turn of ecrtain skilled persons to ecertain
industries  where they are required,
whether those industries be primary, from
the point of view of food, or secondary
from the point of view of providing the
wherewithal for the earrying on of produr-

tion in general.

That, T belicve, is the groundwork of
the amendment that has been moved. Tt
is with the intention of ensuving, so far
as one can do =o, that the best possihle
manpower will be availeble as quiekly ax
ecan be for the industries that are required
in order not only that we may relieve our
friends and customers oversea, as far as we
ean, hut also—a more worldly motive—that
we may profit where we ean by the faet that
they remquire these supplies. It seems to
me that it would he both necessary and
desivable to brinz this point of view under
the notire of thr Cominonwealth GGovern-
ment in the interests, first, of owr own
Rtate. for the rveacons T have mentioned,
and seemully. in the interests of the Com-
monwealths. both .\unstralian and Britich.
So T offer no apolozies for supnorting the
amendment,



[29 AvcusT, 1945.]

I wish now to turn to another aspeect of
the release of members of the Forees. We
can make some estimate of the time within
which all members, of all ages, whether
with dependants or without, will be re-
leased to the industries in which they may
be able to regain their employment, be-
cause we are fold from the statements
made by the Federal Ministers that roughly
700,000 personnel are to be demobilised,
and that it is inlended to bring abont a
demolrilisation effort at the rate of approxi-
mately 5,000 a day. It is not expected that
that number can be exceeded. Let us put
the best face on ihe matter and assume
that that number is reached. That means
that 5,000 a day will he demobilised, se
that 140 days will be required to demobilise
these 700,000 people. I doubt very much
whether that rate could or should be
achieved.

There will be other considerations when
we get some way on with this question of
demobilisation, but let us assume that
cvervthing goes well with the plans that
have heen pronounced and that only 140
days wil] be utilised for the purpose of ef-
fecting these releases from the Forces.
That is a matter of five months during
which some people who could be immedi-
ately abrorbed into indunstry, and for whom
there has been a demand for many weeks
and months past, will be retained in the
Forces not serving—T think we can agree—
as usefnl a2 purpose as they would if they
were restored, in quick time, to the indus-
tries in which they are particnlarly skilled.
We must view the position in that light.
Should we or shonld we not do something
to ensure that a greater number of skilled
men are made available in the industries in
which they are required in quicker time
than will be the ease under the system
deseribed in  the points programme? I
think we are fully justified in making this
suegestion, for the discharge of personnel
without returning them to the places from
which they have come. There ig, of course,
ae the Acting Premier said, little divergence
on that question, so I do nmot propose to
dwell upon it.

There is another aspect, affecting produe-
tion, to whiech I will refer; that is, the inci-
dence of faxation. We find that we are
severely affected by it. It is restricting pro-
duction in Auvstralia and will restriet it
still more in the years to come, unless we
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van bring about a state of affairs where it
will be substantially reduced. To enable
mo to put into words what I have in mind
I will ask the House to accept this addi-
tion to the amendment. I, therefore.
move :—

That the amendment be amended by add-
ing the following paragraph:-—{c} that the
incidenee of sengonal conditions and the high
rales of taxation will so rvetard produection
as to cansc in Western Australia a state of
affairs in the rural industries similar te
that which required the provision of doles
and statutory protection against creditors in
previous years, and that thercfore immedi-
ate steps should be takenm to relieve persons
engaged in those industries and affeeted by
such conditions from taxation to such an ex-
tent as will enable them suecesstully to
operate,

I have, in this House, previously drawn at-
tention to the faet that there are two kinds
of taxation which today arc collecting from
the people something like £325,000,000.
One is diveet, principally composed of in-
come taxation. The other is indirect, largely
composed of items sitch as sales tax and
high protection tariffs. The sales tax, in
partieular, must have a retarding effeet on
production. Tt varies up to 25 per eent. On
some items it is 12% per cent., and on
others, 15 per cent., and, in consequence,
the cousl of materials necessary for produc-
tion is being rapidly and continually in-
creased. Tt is all very well to decree that
we shall have a continuance of price con-
trol. I have frequently said in this Cham-
ber that I think price contrel should exist,
and should he dealt with by the Govern-
ment of this State, but price control does
not suecessfully deal with sales tax, be-
cause whatever the controlled price of the
article may be, on top of it there is the tax
and that tax has been made much mora
severc in recent years, with the result that
the cost of materials, the eost of production,
and the cost of the finished article is sub-
stantially increased, increased far more
than by the actual tax that has been fim-
posed. The effect on the rural industries is
very pronounced, and the effect on ali in-
dustries is pronounced.

On top of that, there is the position which
is going to arise—as my amendment says—
owing to the incidenec of seasonal condi-
tions, Last vear, in many distriets, there
was o reasonable amount of profit to be
made by those engaged in rural industry.
They were able to pui in their taxation re-
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turns an amount on which they will have to
pay substantial taxation in the year now
" coming, and they are going to be in a dif-
ficult position when it eomes to paying if,
because it is doubtful whether there will be
much return from a great number of the
farming properties in this State. Above
everything else, we have to contend with the
situation in the North-Western arcas of the
State, where specifie representations are
heing made in regard to relief from this par-
ticular type of tax. We find, there, that at
a meeting which was reported in the “in-
ing and Commereial Review” of this month,
after a lengthy discussion it was nunanimously
agreed that the Government be asked to give
relief from taxation in the North-West for
a period of 20 years, it being pointed out
that not only at present is it very diffienlt
for pastoralists, but on receiving a heavy
woolelip which would carry them through
two or three had years, they were taxed so
heavily on the good year that they had very
little left to carry on with.

Again, in mining, it was siressed that
where it was possible to get £250,000 in-
vested in mining, on an assured return of
£60,000 per annum, all the ¢company would
receive was just over £5,000, the balance
being consumed in taxation, so that very few
companics would risk capital under the pre-
sent system. Also, the meeting considered
that population would antomatically increase
if taxation were removed, through an influx
of people cager to avoid taxation, and capi-
tal being invested for the same reason.
There is no doubt that the system which has
heen adopted has had a very severe offect
on the {wo elasses of taxpayers I have men-
tioned. Tt has had a severe effect also on
other seetions. I am not for one moment
suggesting that reitef should not be afforded
to those other sections, but I do not think
af this stage I should enter into an argu-
ment, as I am endeavouring to deal with the
particular aspeet of production, and no
other. During the war, we have had much
experience of the dillienlty of obtaining any
redaction for what is now known as deferred
maintenance.

It has been imposgible to do repairs and
replacements that are necessary, and be-
eanse it has heen impossihle to do them no
money has hcen expended on them, and so
no deductions have heen made for what
ought to have heen done. The property has
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moatly deteriorated. I know the Government
has invented a way whereby this deferred
maintenance can be allowed for, provided a
cash payment is made to the Government of
the amount of deferred maintenance elaimed,
which it holds for a considerable time. I
suggest that is a most unsatisfactory system,
beeause the very people who want to ¢laim
the deferred maintenance are, in many cases,
those who have not the money to pay the
deposit, or who would be hard put to it to
find the money and would perhaps have to
horrow from ereditors who are already press-
ing for what is owed them. That is partien-
larly true in the North-West, in a great
many instances, so if we are to increase pro-
duction we must take that into considera-
tion. Losses ean only be sct off against pro-
fits over a period of four years, and in
those areas if is many years since there was
a reasonable profit to set anything against.

From what I understand of the taxation
laws, it seems that the losses they have made
are gone from them, because, if they have
been making a small profit in recent years, it
is much smaller than the loss they eould have
written off had their profits been greater,
because there has been a lag of more than
four years since those losses were made, so
the whole scheme seems to me to require
earcful eonsideration, and representations to
the taxation authorities at Canberra on this
and allied subjects. Otherwise I am con-
vinced that we shall reduce many of these
people to the state they were in 12 or 13
years ago, when we were compelled to pass
Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Acts, to appoint
Royal Commissions to inquire into the pas-
toral indpstry, and to pass legislation of
gimtlar tvpes in order to cope with the
peenliar problems that were affecting these
people. We shall get back to that state of
affairs, heecaunse we will find people heavily
charged with deferred maintenance, which
must be done if they are to carry on pro-
duetion, and involved in the pavment of tax-
ation in respect of income which they were
unable to pay out of current revenue because
of the seasonal and other conditions which
have affected them, and generally getting into
an unfinancial state which might very easily
involve a return to the same type of experi-
enee as we had in 1932 and suhsequent
vears, over 8 long period. That is why T ask
the House to add these words to the amend-
ment moved by the member for Beverley as
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another angle from which attention may he
directed to the proposals of that hon. mem-
ber, so that they may be more effectively im-
plemented.

Point of Order.

The Minister for Lands: On a point of
order, Mr. Speaker, I desire a ruling from
vou. The position is getting complicated,
and members do not know where they stand.
Are we now bound to speak to the amend-
ment on the amendment and if so, when we
dispose of the former one way or another,
ean we then discuss the amendment moved
hy the member for Beverley? Cuan we dis-
cuss ¢he whale proposition, if the amendment
is earvied ?

Mr. Speaker: My yuling is that at present
the only matter to be disenssed is the amend-

‘ ment an the amendment, as moved by the
Leader of the Opposition. When it is dis-

posed of, then the amendment by the mem-’

ber for Beverley will be under discussion.
My, Doney: I think the Minister for
Lands knew that hefore the ruling was given!

Debate Resumed.

THE ACTING PREMIER (Hon. A. R. G.
Hawke—Northam—on amendment on amend-
ment) [8.3]: T ean quite see that it would be
easily possible to earry the Address-in-
reply debate on until Chrisimas by adepting
the method of moving amendments and then
submitting amendments on the amendments.
Tt would also be possible for any onc mem-
‘her to speak 10, 20 or even 50 times during
the course of the debate. I think the
majority of members will probably be
anxions that as liftle time as possible be de-
voted to diseussing this particular amend-
ment. In essence it asks for an expression of
opinion from the Housc that the taxation
imposed upon people engaged in the varal
industrics should be redueed verv substun-
tially.

Mr. J. Hegney: A mere sectionul con-
sideration.

The ACTING PREMIER: The amend-
ment on the amendment asks for an expres-
ston of opinion that would be entirely sce-
tional and which, if the responsible Conunon-
wealth authority took notice of it to the
cxtent of acting upon it, would confer a
sectional advantage upon some of the people
of the State and no benefit whatsoever upon
other sections of the community suffering
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equally under the burden of taxation. It may
even be eonceivable that if the course sug-
gested were adopted, it would mean an in-
erease in the burden of taxation upon other
sections, | thercfore ask the House to defeat
the amendment.
Amendment on
negatived.

amendment put and

MR. PERKINS (York-—on amendment)
[8.5]: There is some justification for a de-
bate on the amendment because it is a matter
of urgent importance at the moment that
the difftenlty it stresses shonld be dealt with,
and apparently the House will not have an-
other opportunity to disenss the question for
some considerable time.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: At any rate, it is
not the responsibility of this House.

Mr. PERKINS: Unless the matter is
attended to promptly, serious damage may
result to the economy of Western Australia.
In his reply to the amendment of the mem-
ber for Beverleyv, the Acting Premier dealt
to a small degree with the substance of it,
and sheltered to a great extent behind its
actual wording. Perhaps the amendment as
set out may not perfectly express the
opinions voiced by the member for Beverley
and held by others in this ITouse, but it is
hardly the proper way to deal with it to
criticise the opimions expressed and combat

‘them by attempting to defeat the whole

amendment. Much. the better way would he
to alter such words as are embodied in it
that do not adequately express the meaning
indieated by the member for Beverley in the
course of his speech, and so obtain a proper
expression of opinion of this Chamber.

The Minister for Lands: Surely we muet
vote on the amendment and not on the mem-
ber for Beverley’s speech!

Mr. PERKINS: If an alteration in the
wording will hetter express the views of the
House, I trust the Minister for Lands will
move the necessary amendment, and T think
e will reeeive the suppert of Opposition
membhers.

The Minister for Lands: T will not inter-
fere with the hon. member's work; T know
him too well.

Mr. PERKINS: I speak with particular
knowledge of the country angle and not so
mueh from the standpoint of the eity. T
am aware, however, that there is good ground
for the memher for Beverley's espression of
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opinion that the chaos that cxisis now will
hecome worse unless there is an alteration
in Government policy in the near future with
regard to manpower difliculties and releases
from the Arired Forees, The Leader of the
Opposition set out fairly well the difttenl-
ties that are likely to be associated with the
points system for releases, Under that sys-
tem provision is made for the men with long
service and with family responsibilities as
well. T have no quarrel with the system so
far as it ean be applied, but it will be & very
small service to those men if we release
them for resumption of their eivil life, if
civil life is not geared so as to receive them.
So far as I ean see, that will he the position
unless there is an alteration in the present
manpower set-up. I do not know how many
members of this House have visited the Man-
power Directorate’s Olfice in recent times,
but since VP day the manpower staff seem
to have no idea where their responsibilities
hegin and where they end. There is almost
complete chaos in that respeet.

Mr. Seward: They never did know.

Mr. PERKINS: Such powers of direction
as they possessed have largely ceased, and
certainly employees are igmoring the Man-
power Olfice at the present juncture. The
manpower office has no power at this stage
to obtain men for industry, notwithstanding
- the announcements that have been made by
the Commonwealth Government in the Press
in recent issues. 1 know from my experience
of certain cases T have taken up that it is
impossible to obtain key men at present un-
Iess the Army is prepared to release them
on compassionate grounds. Certainly the
manpower authorities have no power at pre-
sent to obtain the release of these men. The
secretary-engineer of one of the largest road
hoards in this State has been away on active
service for a considerable time, and in my
apinion should have been back in his peace-
time job some time ago if it were at all
possible for the Army authorities to replace
him in the work he is doing for them. Until
he is replaced, it will be impossible for the
local authority to go ahead with its normal
works programme. At the moment the act-
ing officer, who has not had extensive ex-
perienee of local government work, Has given
ftice hecause the job is only a temporary
one for him, and so the local authority will
he without the services of a seeretary-
engineer at all.
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How is it possible for this loeal authority,
which under normal conditions employs
labour to the extent of about 30 men and
pussibly in the post-war period will require
many more, to do any planning whatever
for post-war work? Unless that man is re-
leaszed, it will be impossillle for those who
are to be released under the points system
to return to that area and find work under
the loeal authority. That is one econcrete
case. The same thing applies to a lesser de-
gree to foremen and other key men working
for loeal authorities who are also held up
in the Forces and cannot be replaced by other
labour. Some of them should be released,
and I think the amendment gives the House
an oppartunity to make representations to
the Commonwealth Government to free at
least some of those men. So far as T can
judge, there is no provision at present for
obtaining any of those men other than those
who return of their own volition and are re-
leased on gompassionate grounds.

With regard to country businesses, the
position Is somewhat similar. A large coun-
try co-operative store normally employs five
men and a manarer. TFour of thase men
have heen serving with the Forces, leaving
one man wha is over age and the manaper,
plus the female members of the staff. Tt is
impossible for that store to make any pre-
paration in the shape of post-war planning
until it gets some of the normal staff back. It
micht be considered possible for the store to
employ temporary staff pending the release
of men under the paints system. But how ean
that be done without permanent men who
are away with the Forces, have repatriation
richte, and will he released sooner or later
under the points system, and who, as soon
as they return, should have their jobs se
fhat the temporary employees will have to
be put oft? Tniil we have some more ne-
corato knowledge as to how men will bé
released to fill these key positions, it is im-
poszible for such businesses to proceed with
po<t-war planning.

The position in  roral work s similar,
There are ahont 800 or 900 applications at
the Manpower Office for men to retuim to
rural industry—men who have worked in
rural industry most of their lives and who
normally will retnrn to those positions in

- the post-war period.

Mr. Doney: Have those been reeom-
mended by the Manpower Department?
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Mr. PERKINS: I cannot say; I am nok
aware whether they have even been dealt
with. At the moment, I understand that
provision is made for only 60 men released
on occupational grounds for rural work in
this State, covering all branches of farm-
ing, shearing, ete, It is impossible fo get
the industry functioning again whilst this
uneerfainty exists. A category of urgentt
importance at present is shearving. I have u
clipping from “The West Australian” news-
paper of recent date confaining advertise-
ments for shearers. There is a whole lisl
of them. One of the stock agents is adver-
tising for shearers for the agricultural areas
generally. The Pastoralisls’ Bureau is ad-
vertising for shearers for the pastoral dis-
iricts gencrally. Judging by reports that
have reached me, there are complaints from
all over the country about shearing being
held up through lack of shearers. I saw a
man last Saturday who has a four-stand
clectrie plant. Two shearers who were work-
ing for him, I understand, left him at the
beginning of last week, and his operations
were held up later in the week by the wet
weather. He started shearing last Monday
on his own—one shearer for a four-stand
plant.

I sm given to understand hy the Man-
power Office that at the moment it has no
shearers on its books, and that an adver-
tisement in the newspaper brings a very
meagre response. IHere we have this list
of advertisements for shearers reqmired im-
mediately. With the unfavourable shearing
weather that has prevailed so far this sea-
son and the likelihood of grass seeds af-
fecting the wool in the not distant futuve,
the position is urgent. I know there is »
number of shearers in military units
stationed round about Perth who have no
possibility, so far as I can learn, of get-
ting anywhere wvear the forward lines or
heing used in the Islands. These men are
anxious to get info rural industry and.have
made applieation to commanding officers to
be released for shearing work. No doubt
‘they wounid be approved by the Manpower
Office if any quota were given for the re-
lease of shearers. Yet those applications
hiave been turned down one after the other.
The question of securing releases by the Army
units themselves is most complex. T heard
earlier this evening of an exeellent shearer
whom T know personally and who applied
to be veleased io go shearing. He has a
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job to go to, but his application was turned
down by thy commanding offiecer., Yet an-
other man ie the unit is being released in
order to ride racehorses at Kalgoorlie.

All the evidence we have before us in-
dieates that almost complete chaos exists
ut the moment in regard to the general man-
power position. Had there bheen open to uy
some way other than that of moving amend-
ments to the Address-in-reply to get the
position clarified, I am sure we would have
been happy to oblige the Aecting Premier
by availing ourselves of it, but it so hap.
pens that while the Address-in-reply is
diagging on, this is the only avenue open tn
us.

The Minister for Lands:
ging it on?

Mr. PERKINS: No apologv is necded
for bringing this question hefore the
House. It ig absolutely urgent for the wel-
fare of the whole economy of the State tha!
the matter be brought under the notice ol
the Federal anthoiities. In view of the
chaos that exists, T can only assume that
the Federal authorities are not aware of the
rosition. I do not believe that the Com-
moenwealth Governmert wishes wilfully to
damage the economy of this eountry. The
prosperity of Australin depends wupon its
revenue, and it 15 upon revenue ihat Gov-
ernments also have to depend. It is, there-
fore, only reasonable te assume that the
Commonwealth  Government eannot be
aware of the cxisting chaotic conditions.
and there is no likelihood of that position
improving in the fatnre untess some drastic
change is made in the present set-up. The
Commonwealth  Government  eannot  be
aware of the present position or it woull
have repealed or amended the existing regu-
lations, not only te safegnard the interests
of the men wha shortly will be demobilised,
but also to safegnard the economy of the
country and provide proper. employment
for onr eoldiers who will he returning to
the State.

Who is drag-

MR, DONEY (Williams-Narrogin—on
nmtendment} [821]: T vegret it was wnot
possible in the circumstances to put this
amendment on.the notice paper, in which
ease there would kave been Ample oppor-
tuniiy for members opposite to get a
clearer understanding of the intentions of
the member for Beverley than apparently
they have now. What is more, it wonld
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have saved the imember for Beverley from
the mauling given to him by the Acting
Premier.

Mr. J. Hegney: We have not even 2
copy of the amendment.

Mr. DOXEY: That is the peint I am
making, I am going to some trouble to
show how I regret it. However, the hon.
member should be apprised of the prineci-
pal intentions in the amendment as the
Acting Premier read it twice for my
benelit, and no doubt Government members
were listening. I can think of no more
impelling motive for the amendment than
that set out in the introductory para-
graph, which has been read to you twice,
Mr. Speaker.

The Minister for Lands: The member for

Beverley =aid that that is not what he
meant,
AMr. DONEY: I might come to that

divectly, just to oblige the Minister. No-
one would at this time care to dispute that
immediate action is absolutely essential if
we are to secure greater prodaclion to
supply the Empire’s food needs. It seems
to be forgotten that that is the intention
underlying the amendment; it is not to be
a nuisance to the Govermaent, but to in-
cerease food supplies in thiz State, and
everybody, I imagine, will agree that the
food position is critical. Therefore, the
House should not regard the amendment in
any mere party spirit, but shonld unhesi-
tatingly and unanimously pass it, and use
its full power to implement it. The House
certainly will not do its duty by the State
if it does otherwise. This is an occasion—
it ever there was one—when the Liberal
Partv, the Lahour Party and the Countrv
and Democratic League should sce eye to cye
and work shoulder to shoulder, so that the
gzood which must ensue if this amendment is
accepted shall be secured to us. No-one
can be foolish encugh to assert that the
amendment is anything at all in the
nature of a censure motion upon the Gov-
ernment, because very certainly it is not.

I was disappointed—as I think every
nmember on this side of the House was—
that the Acting Premier, departing for
once from his habit of making fair com-
ment, should have charged the member for
Beverley—1 forget quite how he put it—
but we will say, with undesirable motives,
or, at any rate, motives not intended to
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promote the interests of the Stafe. It
can be seen that, following his line of at-
tack, the Acting Premier put himself in
the position of one anxions rather to win
an argument than to treat the amendment
upon its merits, which plainly, as yon, Sir,
will agree, was the duty of the Aeting Pre-
mier, a5 I am sure he, as Leader of the
House, now realises.

The Minister for Lands: He is a very
sorry man at the moment.

Mr. DONEY: While the Acting Premier
was speaking, I said by way of interjection
that we did not aim at stopping all re-
strietional eontrol over releuses.

Mr. J. Hegney: Why not?

Mr. DONEY : The,hon. member may have
a say when I sit down. I think there will
he ample opportunity for him. He has
given us quite a rumber of speeches to-
night, if his interjections are tolalled up.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. DONEY: T draw the attention of the
Acting Premier once more to sub-paragraph
(a), which he read twice for my benecfit.
I am asgerting that we are not averse fo
a ccrtain measure of conirol. The Acting
Premier, of course, asserts that we want
all control removed. Sub-paragraph (a)}
reads—

That all persannel in the Forces who e¢an be
absorbed at once into industry will be released
withont delay, there being no justifieation for
the continuance of restrictional control.

Then this—

Restrictional control in regard to the release
of such persons;
making it very plain indeed that the con-
trol we wish to he lifted was to be lifted
from those whom we wished to be released
from one or other of the Services,

Mr. Watts: Beeanse they could be im-
mediately absorbed in industry.

Mr. DONEY: Yes, for that obvious rea-
son. The Acting Premier’s argument, as
I uvnderstood it, was that it is against the
aim of the amendment that 10,000 men, ot
thereabouts, were wanted for occupational
purposes in Tokio. If that is the only
objeetion, T do not understand what it
amonnts to. It is a poor reason for ob-
jecting so strongly to the amendment; but
if it really is desired to provide for such
an oceupation it ean very easily be seeured
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by adding somewhere near the end of para-
graph (a) the words—

except in the case of sueh men as may be re-
quired for oecupationzl duties in Japan.

All that we aim at securing, if it has not
already been made plain, is this: A division
along more or less approximate lines between
those who will have jobs when they come
hack and those who will not. By following
that course it must be plain to members that
confusion will be reduced to a minimum. Of
course, obviously a sufficient number of men
will be left for such occupational duties as
may fall to their lot. Our total objective
may be snmmed up in this way: We seek an
uplift in all forms of industry in this State,
and without delay. For that purpose, and
so that several hundreds of old, infirm and
pitiably overworked men and women, espe-
cially on farms, may find the earliest possible
release from the burdens of the past five or
six years. Bat, Mr. Speaker, we are going
to some trouble on this side of the House to
show the Government that we absolve it from
any major blame in this matter.

We eertainly do not wish to absolve the
Commonwealth Government from all blame
—far from it! Despite the fact that peace
has been imminent for the last three months,
and that there were feasible expectations of
peace for six months prior to that, we are
foday equally as unprepared for peace as,
in 1939, we were unprepared for war. It
is as plain as can be that in regard to prob-
lems such as we are discussing now, the Com-
monwezlth Government was caught on the
wrong foot, and since then has been doing
the wrong things. There is, it must be ad-
mitted, a scheme of sorts on foot but not yet
has it resolved itself into any understandable
and praectical disbandment scheme. We are
left, too, in considerable doubt, which we
would like to have resolved by someone on
the other side, as to who is running the busi-
ness of relesses. We know from calling on
the Manpower Department that that depart-
ment is not doing so, and gquite a number of
calls put through to the military authorities
indicated thai not yef have they any respon-
sthility in the matter. So, before the debate
closes, if it be feasible, I hope that someone
on the other side of the Honse will give mem-
bers on this side some information on that
point.
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THE MINISTER FOR LANDS {Hon. A.
H. Panton—Leederville—on amendment)
[8.32]: The furtber this debate goes, the
more involved it becomes,

Mr. Doney: I made quite a clear state-
ment. -

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member may have his idea of a elear state-
ment, but I did not obtain a clear state-
ment from him.

Mr. Doney: Yon showed the confusion in
your mind a little while ago.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister will ad-
dress the Chair.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I was
wondering whether it was my turn. The
member for Beverley moved the amendment;
and, after he had made a somewhat lengthy
speech on it, the member for York was good
enough to explain to us that what had been
said was different from what was in the
amendment.

Mr, Perkins: I did not say that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If the
member for York will think back, he will
reeall that he said we were taking the
amendment as typed rather than what was
in the mind of the member for Beverley.

Mr. Perkins: T =aid that if you found any-
thing wrong with it, you eould correet it.

The MINISTER ¥FOR LANDS: We did
not find anything wrong with it, but with
what the member for Beverley said. The
farther we go, the less enlightenment we
get ahout this amendment.

Mr. Watts: And the less inclined you are
to deal with the amendment on its merits.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am go-
ing to try to deal with something on its
merits now. We have heard a great deal
about the release of men for primary pro-
duction. I want to tell the member for
Beverley and his colleagues that there are
those whose release is just as important as
is the release of certain men for avenues of
primary production: I refer to the men who
have been doing the fighting. for the last
four or five years.

My. Mann: T agree.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The gues-
tion of bringing men back to Australia de-

pends on two things: There must be either
air or sea transport.



440

Mr. Perkins: What about those in Aus-
tralia?¢

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am talk-
ing of the fighting men, and the bulk of the
men who are wanted back here are oversea.

Mr., Thorn: No.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member can get the men running around
Perth in uniform as quickly as he likes:
but I say in all seriousness that 17,000 men
of the Eighth Division have heen prisoners-
of-war in the hands of the Japanese, and
those men should have the first say.

Mr. Mann: We agree very definitely.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Aceord-
ing to the argument put up, the hon. mem-
ber does not agree.

Ar. Doney: You do not expeet every little
point bearing on the matter to be put in
the motion, do yon?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This is
only a litile point! The 17,000 men waiting
to be hrought home constitute onlv a little
matter!

Mr. Thomn: Deal with the question!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I will
deal with the question as I think fit, and as
far as you, Sir, will allow me to go. The
member for Toodyay knows me well enongh
to be aware that I am not likely to be in-
timidated by interjections of that sort. 1
want to know just why there should be such
an extragrdinary demand for preferenee for
primary produetion.

Mr. Donev: Woe do nof restrict ourselves
to that. .

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Vor the
last three weeks there has been a good deal
gaid about the need for providing more
houses, and there has been considerable eriti-
cism of the Commonwealth and State Gov-
ernments for their lack of poliey with re-
rrard to housing. There has been more said
about that than about any other suhjert
that has been dealt with until tonight. I
always give a member the eredit for heing
sincere when he gets up to make a speech.
If members who have spoken—members on
hoth sides of the House—have heen sincere,
and the crection of houses, hospitals, schools
and other matters of that kind are regarded
as essential, why should there he a demand
for men to be released specifieally for pri-
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mary produetion as against the production
of coal and the making of cement and bricks
to construct the huildings to which so much
reference has heen made? Further, men are
wanted in the South-West to cut timber for
houses.

Mr. Daoney: The matter of releases has
become prominent because peace has come
in the meantime.

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: 1 sec!
The member for Williams-Narrogin said that
for the last x«ix months the end of the war
had been imminent.

Mr. Doney: It has been a distinet proba-
bility for the last three or four months.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It has
been a distinet possibility and probability
for threc years. But when the Prime Min-
ister was here, T was on 2 deputation o him,
with other members from this House, and
he could see no probahility at that time of
the war being over for at least another
eight or ten months, and possibly a vear:
and T think he knew more aboat it than did
even the memher for Williams-Narrogin!

Mr, Doney: I question whether he or any-
one else did.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: If there
is going to he an agitation for men to he
picked ont for key pesitions, partieularly
in the primary industries, I want to know
whao is going to choose them.

Mr. Thorn: The amendment does not sav
that.

The MTNTSTER FOR LANDS: No. hat
that is what evervbody has said. First we
were told that the amendment said certain
things, bhut that the hon. member did nnt
mean that.

Mr, Mann: T will read you my specch
again, if vou like.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: Now that
order has again heen established, T will pro-
eoed.  The member for York emphasised the
necessity for wetting key men. He waid
eertain men were in key positions and he
wanted them out of the Services. e will
vealise, too. that those men who were in key
poxition< in eivil life and joined the Army,
heeame in cour<e of time kev men in the
Army,

Mr. Perkins: There ave a ot around Perth
who have never heen away.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
sec them around Perth. I am talking about
soldiers.

Mr. Perkins: The men to whom I am re-
ferring are in uvniform.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 venture
to say that the men the hon. member sees in
and around Perth would not he much good
on a farm.

Mr. Perkins: Wounld they not!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do
not think so, unless cheap and ineffieient
lahour is wanted. I want to put in a word
for the men who have been doing the fighting
in the Army. They have found themselves
in key positions. Like other moembers, I
have had reguests to get men out of the
Serviers, but invariably they have found
themselves in key positions.

Mr. Rodoreda: Every man you want out is
in a key position!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Surely
the men who fought should have an oppor-
tunity to get home. One of my own sons put
in for a release. He has done just on six
vears, heing the first boy who enlisted at
Merredin.  1lis nzmber is WX115. He put
in for his release and in one letter that we
reccived from him he said he thought he
had a chance of getting it. However, the
next thing we knew was that his name did
not appear in a list of officers to be re-
leased. The older men are to be released
first. Now he has become an adjutant and
may not he out for another six months be-
cause he occupiez a key position. I sup-
pose he is typieal of hundreds.

Mr. Perkins: There are many key men
from industry who ave not in key positions
in the Army.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And
there are many whe are. I am net going
to ask Army headquarters, the Common-
wealth Government or anyone clse to re-
lease men. for any partieular section of
industrv, to the detriment of other men. Tt
wounld be mite coneeivable that if we did
ask this the Commenwealth Government
would sav, ‘‘Let uws know just what men
you expect us to release” What will be
nn¥ answer to that?

Mr. Donev: You would get a list of ve-
enmmendations from the Manpower De-
partment.

- job,
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Mr.
Speaker, you and I know that Manpower
recommendations have come from indivi-
doal members who bave put them forward
because they are requests coming from their
own electorates. That is part of a member’s
I have put through scores of such
applieations.

My, Perkins: Members here—

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Members
on that side would not do anything like
that! 1 can recall member after member
giving personal expericences.

AMr. Doney: They do not come from us,
but from the Manpower Departinent.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They go
from members to the Manpower Depart-
ment. I venture to say that Manpower did
not put forward any recommendations
unless i was invited to do so by someone

.ot other.

Mr. Doney: I know to the contravy.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I think
the member for Piugelly was right when he
said that the Manpower authorities never
knew where they were. At the samne time
I think they knew enongh not to make re-
commendations on their own account. They
requive someone to give them a lead. That
is my experience of Manpower, and I sup-
pose I have had as mueh experience as any-
one clse. The Manpower officers have done
what they considered to be their job, and I
say, quite eandidly, that we have no right
to ask that certain men shall be reloased
for a particular industry beeause they would
have to be men who went from that indus-
try. Such men have probably been in the
TForces for only one third of the time of
other men who have been in for five years
or more. I An not propose to make such a
request, and T hope that the majority of
members here will not place themselves in
the position of suving to the Army, ‘‘Irre-
speetive of how long eeriain people have
been in we want them out, and never mind
about the Righth Division or others who

have heen in prisen camps.” We do not
stand for that.
MR, DMcDONALD (West Perth—on

amendment) [8.44]: As an impartial ob-
server 1 approach this matter with a very
dofinite impression of the merits of the
ense, submitted hy the member for Bever-
ley, and also with the feeling that it re-
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fleets an atmosphere of crisis. It is not too
much to say that the world may be on the
eve of a very great human trageds. 1 do
not speak merely of feeding the people in
the British Isles, which will naturally be
our first concern, but the willions in
Europe and the hundreds of millions in
China, and the people in other occupied
countries. We cannot escape that position;
it is staring us in the face today. I do not
feel disposed fo stand upon formulae, or
points systems when it comes to deciding
hetween starvation and food. The Minister
for Lands said that he did not like the pre-
ferential release of a certain section, and
he referred to the amendment a2s if it em-
braced only those to he engaged in the pri-
mary producing industries. But the amend.
ment states, “All those who are required
in production.” That mecans not only pro-
duction in primary industries, but produe-

tion in the building of houses and in the.

materials for bouses; and we are, in Aus-
tralia, on the eve of what I consider to be
& very severe crisis in regard to honzing.

I do not look lightly on the return of
three-quarters of a millien men, many of
whom have got married and started a family
in the intervening vyears, to find that they
bave no home to which to go. I do not want
to impress my own opinion, but I was ad-
vised months ago by men from the Services
that if anylhing is caleulated to create
severe unrest it is the Iack of homes for
these men to go to when they return. So,
this amendment is not merely for primary
production, but for all production, both sec-
ondary and primary, and it is aimed to get
men, not merely for primary industries, but
to meet the present urgent demands, of
which housing is the most cutstanding. No-
thing in this motion will, to my mind, in.
terfere with the return of men of long ser-
vice. I agree with the Minister for L.ands
that they must have the earliest possible
return to civil life. They have earned it by
long years of arduous oceupation in the
Fighting Services,

Mr. Thorn: They are partienlarly pro-
vided for. This dees not affect them.

Mr. MecDONALD: They are provided for
in the priority points system. They will get
the first preference in any return to eivil
life.

The Minister for Works: This amendment
will eut across that.
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Mr. McDONALD: Not at all.
The Minister for Works: Yes, it will.

Mr. MeDONALD: The people aimed at
by this amendment will be taken in addition
to those men.

The Minister for Works: Some of the
first men who enlisted were not employed
at the time and consequently have no set
jobs to come back to.

Mr. McDONALD: The first men who en-
listed can be returned according to their
priority,

The Minister for Works: Not according
to the amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MeDONALD: This amendment makes
no difference whatever to the priority-return
of those men with long service. They will
be in the same position as they would be
without this amendment, Many monthg
ago, and well before the defeat of Germany,
the British Government laid down this
policy: It invited all men in the Forees,
who had jobs fo go to or employment offer-
ing, or who had independent means so that
they would not need to look for work, to
apply for carly release, and it had heen
returning fo civil life and to those indus-
tries which could absorb them, thousands
of men, long before the German war ended.
We have done nothing of that kind, and
this amendment is merely to make a belated
attempt to follow on lines adopted hy the
British - Government many months ago.

I do not wish to enter on eriticism now,
but the faet remains that the machinery for
demobilisation has turned out to be regret-
tably insufficient. Though the Government
might be pardoned for not foreseeing the
advent of the war, there can be no cxecuse
for not knowing that the war might cnd
at any time. That being so, the amendment
of the member for Beverley is a suggestion
as to means by whieh this lack of planning
may be overcome, and it appears to me fo
be one which the House is well justified in
diseussing. | The amendment, applying as it
daes to all urgent occupations and produc-
tion, will be operated with extreme simpli-
city. Alrcady the Manpower (Office in this
State has hundreds, and perhaps thousands,
of applications by men in the primary pro-
ducing industries and in the building and
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building material industries, for specific men
in the Forees, desiring their return to jobs
‘which are wailing for them. '

In addition to that, if employers were
.asked to indicate, when jobs were waiting
in urgent avenues of produection, the names
of the men they wanted, the Manpower Office
could, I think, within two weeks, compile
. list of men whose return to work would
make an immense difference in the produe-
tion of both our primary industries and
-our urgent secondary industries.

Mr. J. Hegney: Do you not think Com.
monwealth Ministers are giving attention to
that now?

Mr. Doney: They may be, bui nothing
‘much is happening,

Mr. MeDONALD: As far as we can see,
no planning on those lines is in existence
at present. Last time I was at the Man-
power (Hfice, quite recently—at the beginning
of a month—ithey told me they had no in-
structions as to priorities for releases. They
said the matter was under consideration by
the Commonwealth Government and until the
policy was amnounced hy Canberra and
translated into instruetions and sent here
from Sydney they counld give me no idea
as to priorities for releases from the Armed
Forces, even where the men were urgently
demanded by employers for work im im-
portunt industries. It is evident that no
adequate provision has been made to meet
the cases set oub In the amendment of the
member for Beverley. I suggest that the
memher for Beverley has done well to raise
a matter of great national ‘'and even inter-
national importance, and if the Government
would give an assurance—which I think
would Dbe its better course—that it would
forward the amendment to the Common-
wealth authorities and indiecate that it was
in general agreement with the motives and
ohjectives of that amendment, it would be
doing a serviee to this State and to the
whole Commonywealth.

The amendment does not suggest thot men
are to he forced out of the Army. I see
no grounds for complaining, in the slightest
degree as to the wording of this amendment.
What the amendment says is that the
restrictional provisions now operating, which
prevent men leaving the Forces when they
want to leave, should be removed when men
have jobs to go to of a kind which will speed
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up the production of this country. That
would not in any way interfere with those
who want to stay in the Army or to go to
other oceupations, nor would it interfere with
the retention in the Forces of the very small
proportion of men that will be required there
in the future, In all the cireumstances T
think the amendment raises & matter  of
great national and indeed international im-
portance. It involves the effective role that
our State may be able to play in the pro-
duction of foodstuffs and other essential
materials in a time of great erisis, both here
and elsewhere, and 1 would be pleased if
the Government could see its way clear to
aceept the substanee of the amendment, and
ensure that it is sent on to the Commonwealth
Government with an indication that the mat-
ter is regarded in this State as one of great
importance,

MR, McLARTY (Murray-Wellington—
on amendment) [B.5T]: I helieve Western
Australia has suffered more from shortage
of manpower than has any other State. I
do not say thai withont a sense of responsi-
bility. In correspondenec with friends in
the East, only a little time back I had
a letter from a man who was a senior mili-
tary officer and who had returned ito his
farm in New South Wales before peace
came about. He told me that the rural in-
dustries of New South Wales did not suffer
from the shortage of manpower to anything
like the extent that they did in Western
Australia. A visitor from New South Wales
also fold me the same thing. Vietoria was
ahle to earry on its irrigation work, but
we could not do that in Western Australia.
We had to close those works right down. |
From that angle 1 think we are entitled to
some consideration. The Minister for Lands
is naturally interested in this amendment,
as his new portfolio is very much coneerned
with the manpower position in the raral
areas.

The Minister asked who was going to
seleet these men for release for rural work,
but T do not think that will present any
diffienlty. Sarely it is helpful to any
Government to get back into industry men
who are able to obtain employment and who
are not a respensihility on the Government
cither to find employment for them or to
keep them while they are finding employ-
ment. I therefore do not think this amend-
ment could possibly embarrass ony Govern-
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ment. 1In reply to the Minister, as to whe
should pick these men, I say they woull
pick themselves, because, when asked what
uien weie anxious to return to raral indus-
tries, there would be volunteers, and, as has
already been pointed out, the local District
War Agricultural Committees ™ have made
recommendations to the manpower authori-
ties, and there would he lists of the name-
of men in that ofiice.

The present manpower posifion in the
agrienltural industry is acute, and it is trug
that the food position i Britain and in
Europe is more acute today than at any
time during the actual war period. There
is not the slightest doubt in my mind that
there is every probability of a reduction in
the output of primary products owing fo
the shortage of manpower, The day before
yesterday I was talking to a man who is
well on in years and is milking 22 cows
seven days a week. His sons are in the
Armed Forees. 1 was speaking to a man
and woman who today are milking over 30
cows. They will not be able to continn
much longer milking those cows seven days
a week. Such people eannot keep going.
Surely if that position were put to the
authorities, they would make a special ef-
fort to reclease the labour necessary te help
sach people.

The Minister for Works: The Premier
has been putting that pesition strongly to
the Prime Minister during the past few
days.

Mr. MeLARTY : I believe the Premier i<
fully aware of the position and has heen
doing bis best to seeure relief in this direc-
tion. On the other hand, is the amendment
likely to retard his efforts? On the con-
trary, it would be more likety to lend snp-
port to his attitude and thus some added
notice might he taken of our requests. The
Minister for Lands suggested that political
influenee was being nsed to get men out of
the Armed Forees.

The Minjsler faor Lands: I did not say
that; I said that nearly every member of
Parliament has been to the Manpower Office,
and rightly so.

Mr. MeLARTY: I do not know that
there is much difference, but if the Minister
hat any objection to fhe reference to politi-
cal influence, I will not persist with it

The Minister for Lands: My influence
was of little avail anyhow; I did not get
anyone out.
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Mr. MeLARTY: 1 have been told by a
number of people that they have written to
their representatives in the Commonwealth
Parliament and in  consequence have had
their sons or others released frum the Ser-
vices, That course of action should not be
necessary.  If there weve more sympathetic
and under-tanding adwinistration, the re-
quired releasex would he made withéut
farmers or pments having to resort to any
such action.

Hon. W. D. .Johsson: Then why this
amendment ?

Mr. MceLARTY: Ewvidently the man-
power officials do not know where thev

slond.  One ean inteeview them and wmake
repre=ontations for urgent releases, and onc
will reeeive the reply, “It is a matter for
the Army,” My expevience of the Awmy i
that it moves very zlowly. The MMinister
should bhe aware of that faet. Certainly
there i more red tape and paper in re-
gard to Army matters than are apparent in
any other department.

Mr. J. Hegney: You complain that the
Army moves slowly, hut they moved pretty
Tast during the war.

Mr. McLARTY: 1f the hon. member
had followed me in my remarks—

My, Mann: He would
would not understand.

Mr. McLARTY: If he had followed me,
he would have understood that I was re-
ferring to iitscharges and not to arction in
the field.  RShould the amendment be car-
ried, it will help to hurry up the number
of discharges so urgently nceded. The
farmer is sufiering todav, not only from a
shortage of labour, but from a shortage of
expericneed lahour as well,  There are in
the Army many men who are auxions to be
relensed and who are experienced in rural
matters, The amendment is fully justified
and will be amply warranted if it can do
shmething to hurry the release of such men
from the Services.

not know and

ME. ABBOTT (North I'erth——on amend-
ment) [0.5]: Tt is guite clear that the Gov-
ernment has no justification for regarding
the amendment as in the nature of a censure
motion. It could not have been aware when
the Lient.-Governor's Speech was being
prepared that the cessation of hostilities
would follow so quickiv. T eannot under-
stand why the Government has so strenu-



[29 Avcusr, 1915.]

ously resisted the amendment. There is not
the slightest doubt that the Commonwealth
Governmeni was not prepared for such an
carly peace, and it is quite clear that the
necessary machinery has not been set up to
deal with the number of discharges that
should be effectuated. It is not a guestion
merely of getting men back for the pur-
poses of discharge, but of discharging them.
Recently I was engaged for four months
in the section of the Air Force dealing with
discharges. Tt takes quite a time to dis-
charge a man. He has to be medically ex-
amined to see that he is fit to be discharged,
which is quite a good thing. That takes
some time. Then he has to be interviewed by
the rehabilitation officer to ensure that he
gets protection in every possible way be-
fore he refurns to civil life. It will be im-
possible in the near futare to discharge the
number of men that will be available for
velease. Unless some action is taken I fear
that the Serviees will proceed in a routine
manner in aecordance with the plan already
set up.

The Minister for Lands: T think that will
he so, anyhow.

My, ABBOTT: It may be so.

Mr. Needham: What makes vou assume
that?
My. ABBOTT: It takes a fair time to

train personnel as rchabilitation officers and
to get mediea] officers as well. T know how
long it takes fo train such officers and to
discharge men. When information was re-
ceived that all airerew in England were to
be sent baek quickly, it was found difficult
to train the necessary oflicers and to deal
with the anticipated numbers.

Mr. Needham: The amendment will not
do much in that respeet.

My, ABBOTT: No, but it mav suggest
to the Commonwealth Government some
method whereby men could be plaeed in in-
dustry prior to actnal discharge. T sugpest
that representations should be made fo the
Commonwealth authorities thai men who
are so urgently desired should be permitted
te go on leave until they can be dealt with
for the purposc of being discharged. To
a minor degree that system has already
heen employed in the Al Foree, men on
return to Australia being allowed to go on
leave until they eould he properly dealt
with. Tor some reason—] do not know

445

why—it has been found definitely easier for
men to secare their discharges on manpower
release in’ Victoria than it is here. A num-
ber of Western Australians passed through
my hands and I asked them why they were
accepting their discharges in Vietoria. They
said thev were released through the man-
power authorities. In rveply to my question
as to why they were being discharged in
Victoria, they told wme it was much easier
to get a discharge in Vietoria than in West-
ern Australia. Some of those men were
going into the building trade. T suggest to
the Government that the amendment would
at least assist the Ministers coneerned in
ensuring that Western Australia gets the
henefit of its full quota of the men that are
to be released.

The Minister for Works: You surely do
not agree entirely with paragraph (a) of
the amendment!

Mr. ABBOTT: 1 agree that all personnel
in the Forees who ean he absorbed at once
into industry should be releasel without
delay.

The Minister for Works: That is only
half of it.

Mr. ABBOTT: I adwit that, Paragraph
{b) provides that no such persen in West-
ern Australia on leave should be obliged to
return to his or her unit for discharge, thus
wasting valeable time and money. We all,
know that if thay are key men, it might he
necessary for them to refurn in order to
hand over their duties. The prineiple be-
hind the amendment and the one I am sup-
porting iz that the Government should re-
present to the Federal aunthorities the
exigencies of the situation in Western Aus-
tralia.

The Minister for Works: We have al-
ready (done that. The Premier has done it
during the last few days.

Mr. ABBOTT: But surely an opportun-
ity should he given to this House to throw
its wetght behind the Governmert! T am
not aware that the Leader of the Opposi-
tion has had an opportunity to make such
representations.

Hon. W. 1. Johnson: He conld make
them through the Federal member.

Mr. ABBOTT: I snggest that the Fede-
ral member does not represent this House
and the State in its entirety. Proper re-
presentations should be made by this House
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on hehalf of the State as a whole. There-
fore I am surprised that the amendment
should be resisted by the Government. I
agree with the Leader of the Liberal Party
and would welecome his suggestion that the
Government should, in view of ihe amend-
ment, place before the Commonwealth
authorities the diffivulties this State is ex-
periencing in carryring on its rural indus-
tries and its housing programme. If that
were done, an excellent purpose would have
been served.

MR, THORN (Toodyay—on amend-
ment [9.12]: I am rather surprised at the
attitude adopted by Ministers on the amend-
ment because I am sure, if T were sitting
on that side of the House, I would aceept
it as being very helpful. As the member
for North Perth stated, surely to goodness
this House should have an opportunity to
express its opinion on this vital matter!
The Acting Premier keeps on interjecting
that the Premier is in the Eastern States
dealing with the question. We understand
that he will deal with it to the best of his
ability.

The Minister for Works: He has dealt
with il

Mr. THORN: Right; but there have, been
ecomplaints from both sides of the House
that we are being governed today by the
Ministry and that members of this Cham-
"ber do not get an opportunity to express
their opintions. The member for Guild-
ford-Midland yesterday spoke along those
lines.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: D¢ it in a manly
way and move a motion straight out!

Mr. THORN: It is all very well for the
hon. membher {o talk about being manly. A
few minutes ago he made an interjection
ahout vreferring the matter to Federal
members.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must adhere fo the amendment.

Mr. THORN: Today, we are doing the
work of Federal members, and what is the
use of referring anvthing to them?

My, SPEAKER: There is nothing in the
amendment about Federal members,

Mr. THORN: The Acting Premier has
complained about the Address-in-reply
being held up. Of what value is the Ad-
dress-in-reply debate as compared with an
amendment of this description? On the
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Address-ii-reply wembers tell their own
hedtime stories relating to their own elee-
torates, and while I believe we should avail
owselves ot the vpportunity to bring for-
ward matters affecting our electorates, such
matters are not so vital as is the question
contained in the amendment.

The Minister for Works: Let us get the
Address-in-reply out of the way and we
can deal with this matter by a proper
motion.

Myr. THUORN: There is no time like the
present. I have already pointed out how
vital is the matter dealt with in the amend- -
ment and how urgent it is that we deal
with it because it means so much to the
State.  Hegarding the velease of men on
points, I do not wish to be eritieal, but I
do not think T have ever heard of a more
confusing or ridienlons system of releasing
men from the Army. Any fair-minded man
of any experience at all would agree thai
the most vital requirement today iz the re-
lease of men who have jobs to return to
and who will he no responsibility on the
Government. By releasing those men to
return to their positions, a start will be
made to create work for others. That is
what we want. As to the statement of the
Minister for Lands about the release of men
who have had the longest service, that pre-
vails today. Only the other day I read
that a man with five years’ service or more
could be released under that scheme or under
the rehabilitation scheme. He is already
provided for. y

Mr. Willmott: That is not being carried
out. ' :

Mr. THORN: That has been laid down
by the Commonwealth Government and we
are told that it will be done, but I am afraid
that hefore we are much older, we shall
awake to the fact that many other things
will not be done. I know that there is no
object behind the amendment other than to
give members of the House an opportunity
to discuss this important matter in order
to support the Government in its cfforts
to get men released and put back into in-
dustry. The Minister for Lands and other
members have referred to primary predue-
tion. The amendment does not mention pri-
mary production. It refers to the release
of men to he absorbed at once into indus-
try. With that object, I think, every mem-
ber ean agree.
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Mention has been made of the number of
releases in the Eastern States as compared
with this State. Some cases have been
. brought under my notice that upset the com-
mittee I have heen assisting so much that
it wrote to the Deputy Director of Manpower,
Perth, recommending the release of men for
work in the viticultural industry, which is
absolutely starved for labour. We recom-
mended the release of a eerfain man to help
a widow who had lost her hushand and was
left with a big property on her own. The
request was refnsed. To our surprise, how-
ever, we found that men had heen released
for the sugar industry in Queensland—men
who belonged to this State and had joined
a section of the Army that left this State.
Yet, because they wanted to get out of the
Army, they were released to enter the sugar
industry instead of being sent back to the
State and to the industry to which they be-
longed. That was entirely unfair. These
questions are exercising our minds and that
is why the amendment has been moved. This
debate should have quite a good effect, and
though it has delayed the adoption of the
Address-in-reply slightly, I do not think the
Acting Premier need harbour any grievanece
on that score, because he knows perfeetly
well that he will soon be able Lo gei the
Address-in-reply over.

The Minister for Works: The point is
that when we finish the Address-in-reply we
shall be able to deal with these matters by
way of preper motions.

Mr. THORN : Of course, there is no assur-
ance when the Address-in-reply will be con-
cluded. We all hope it will conelude shortly.
However, we consider these matters of such
great importance—T1 feel I am only repeat-
ing myself—that we should be given the
opportunity to discuss them. I hope I have
made a helpful speech for the Acting Pre-
mier and not a destructive one.

MR. SEWABD (Pingelly—on amend-
ment) [9.21]: Briefly, I congratulate the
member for Beverley on his amendment,
Had I not spoken on the Address-in-reply,
I certainly would have looked for some
means of bringing the matter forward. The
Acting Premier suggested that we might
conclude the debate on the Address-in-reply
and bring this matter forward then. But
even if we finisked the debaie on the
Address-in-reply this week, the matter

could not be deait with for the next three
or four weeks at the earliest, becanse therz
are many private members’ motions on the
nolice paper, quite sufficient to keep the
House occupied for two or three Wednes-
days. This matter is of too great import.
ance to allow it to stand over for two or
threc weeks. We want something done im-
mediately. Members on the Ministerial
hench have said that the Premier is now
engaged on the matter, but what action iz
he taking? He cannot deal with the mat-
ter; it is far too big for him to deal with
it on his own. We want some competent
anthority to deal with it. It is popularly
thought that the manpower authorities can
deal with it, but they have not done so since
manpower control was ¢reated. They make
out a ease which they submit fo the Army,
that is what shonld be the civilian side of
the case, but they cannot themselves deecide
the maiter. If the Army says no, that is
the end of it. Manpower does not fight the
case. 1 have been able to sceure releaseg
trom the Army that the manpower authori-
ties could not obtain.

I have particulars of several cases, bul
shall mentiop only one, that of a woman
about 75 years of age. She and her hus-
band, who is older, have heen carrying on
a husiness and have got to the stage where
they can continue it no longer. When the
husband is not in bed, his wife is. They
have ne staff. She asked me whether I
thought I could do anything to secure tho
release of her boy from the Army, even if
it were only for a period sufficient to en-
able her to sell the business.

I got in touch with the manpower
authorities and was informed by them that
they are now merely acting as a kind of
glorified employment ageney, or something
of that description. These activities on the
part of the Manpower Departmen{ have
ceased. I then said that there was only
one thing I could do. I would write to the
commanding officer of the boy's battalion. T
did so. I told him T was not writing as a
member of Parliament trying to try feo
bring any influence to hear, as I knew that
if T did so he would take no notice of me.
I said I merely wished to put the facts of
the case before him as I knew them so well
so that he could decide the matter.

In due course I received a reply from the
commanding officer of the baitalion to say
that either the boy’s application for release
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was granted or that he would be given two
months’ leave, T am not sure whiech, subject
fo the Western Command’s approval. So
the Western Command steps in, As the boy
was not released, I wrote again and re-
ceived the following reply :—

Your lefter of the 3rd Aupust, 19435, bas
heen reecived. T wish tp advise you that the
applieation suhmitted hy this unit for comnpas-
vionate leave for wits kot recommended by
headyuarters, Western Comnand,

S0 we have Western Command overruling
the commanding ofticer in the feld! I want
to know who is running the show. If.the
Commanding Officer of the Australian
Army were to indicate that a particular sol-
dier was pot to be released, nobody wonld
hesitate for a moment to aecept his do-
cision. There can be only one authority, and
that is the Commanding Officer of the
Army. He alone is ahle to determine what
units he requires. But when this man’s
unit commander says, “Yes, he can go,” we
get headquarters, Western Command, step-
ping in and saying that he cannot go. It
i# time the matter was taken up. The man
in question is in New Guinen, and what
Western Command has to do with him T
do not know. I ecould understand Western
Command having econtrol of men in the
Western Australian Lines of Communication
or of per-onnel that might be engaged ir
Army occupations within  the State; but
when men get under the direet control of
the General Officer Commanding the Army,
I lake it he is in command. The recom-
mendation of the unit commander goes be-
fore the (LO.C. and, if he approves of it,
1 want to know what Western Command
has to do with the matter.

Thut is not the only case.
ather practically similar oncs. There is tho
caze of a man from another area whose
father is 73 years old and whose brother
his just been taken to tha Home of Peaer.
The brother is il and clderly. The fences
on the property have heen washed away by
the floods, stoek has got out and 70 sheep
have heen lost. The fences eannot he re-
paired, as no-one is available to do the

T have threc

work. T applied for the lad’s release, but
wns  unmuecessful  despite the faet that
he is not im a unit oversea. It
mieht  be  avked, “What are we go-
ine to do} The Premier, as I said,
cannot  deal with this matter. It is

high time that the manpower anthorities were
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put in possession of all neeessary informa-
tion to permit of their making recommenda-
tions to the Army headquarters regarding
these cases. I would not dare to soggest
that every case should be passed on to the
Army with a request that the applieation
be granted. The Army must, however, be
supplied with all necessary details, and that
is what the manpower authorities should
supply. They should collect all the informa-
tion and make a recommendation, as they
know the ecase from the eiviliaon point of
view.

Taless the men ave in operational areas or
otherwise indispensable, I take it the release
wounld be granted upon the recommendation
of the manpower authorities. The Minister
for Lands said by way of interjection that
no exeeption should be made for primary
industries. That is his opinion, but if the
primary industries have been stressed by
speakers on this side of the House, surely
to goodness that is ope branch of industry
which we should he entitled to accentuate.
I have been engaged nearly all day on appli-
eations for release of tractors. Orders for
some 1,200 tractors are held up here because
it is said that supplies are not availnble.
The main trouble is that the tractors are
not in this State, so I am told. However,
there are between 60 and 70 in this State,
hut these cannot be released because wheel
centres for them cannot be obtained. I took
the matter up. It appears that those con-
cerned have made arrangements with a com-
pany to manufacture wheel centres within the
State for Fordson tractors. 1 asked whether
wheel centres coulild not also be manufactured
for other makes of tractors and was informed
that monlders were not available to do the
work.

1 am hesicged with requests from country
distriets to endeavour to get tractors rve-
leased for farmers so that they may earvy
on with their fallow; but beenuse moulders
are not available to make wheel centres in
the State, these have to he imported from
the Eastern States, and then it is impossible
to get the ships to bring them to Western
Australia. Those are some of the reasons
which impel me to support the amendment.
Some authority shoull be appointed imme-
diately to deal with these matters. Tt is
all very well to be wise after the event. Few
of us thought that the war would end as
quickly as it did. We have had peaee now
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for a week or two, and when we get to the
point all we are told is that there are plans
—plans for this, plans for that and plans
for something clse, What is the sum total
of those plans? A report in “The West
Australian™ this morning mentions that un-
employment relief is to be granted to person-
nel who are discharged from the Army while
awaiting absorption into industry.

, Il we cannot get something hetter than
that, it is high time the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment got out of office and let someone
else step in who could get something done.
As the member for Beverley mentioned to-
night, these men ave not going to he fooled
about with unemployment relief, particularly
the men who ave in Australia. I sincerely
hope that not a small number of long-service
men will have reached Australia by now.
They do not want wnemployment relief for
threc months. They want to get back to
work.

The Minister for Lands: I think the ref-
erence this morning was to munition workers.

Myr. SEWARD: Well, there are works
at Gosnells lying idle! There is something
to get to work on.

The Minister for Lands: I do not think
those machines would make Llraclors.

Mr. SEWARD: No; but surely we can
get the machinery together and get these
moulders. There is so much to be done. The
Leader of the Qpposition said recently that
he could employ every man on the basie wage
for the next five years on work requiring
to be done in this State. I want to see plans
established whereby proper representations
may be made to the Army authorities. It
is not fair that members of Parliament
should get these requests and that they should
have to put forward these representations
every day of the week to the Army authori-
ties. We have something else to do. As
somebody interjected—I think it was the
member for North Perth—it is bringing Par-
liamentary influence to bear. Nobody wanis
to do that. There should be a proper auth-
ority to whom to appeal. People come io
members of Parliament because they do not
know where else to go. I support the amend-
ment and hope some action will be taken to
establish the Manpower Department on a
proper basis.

H

MRB. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan—on
amendment) [9.33): T have listened to the
speeches on this amendment hy members of
the Opposition, and I am convineed that
it has heen purcly a matter of politics.
Members opposite do noi believe in the
amendment submitted.

My, SPEAKER: The hon. member must
not impute motives. :

Mr. J. HEGNEY : The memher for Bev-
erley spoke for about an hour and attacked
Mr. Ward and the (ommonwealth erowd
and a lot of others hefore he launched the
amendment. The leader of the Liberal
Party said that the amendment was of
national and international importance, and
that the Government should have known
full well that the war wns eoming to an
end. The member for North Perth said
that when the motion for the adopfion of
the Address-in-reply was moved, the Gov-
ernment could have had ne knowledge
that the war was coming to an end.
The fact thai the member for Beverley took
an hour to talk ahout things of minor im-
portance and to attack Mr. Ward and the
Commonwealth Government generally before
he thought fit to launch the amendment in-
dicates how much value he placed on that
amendment. There is no question that the
point that has been raised was raised for
no other reason than to provide an attack

‘on the Commonwealth Labour Government.

Mr. Mann: What rot!

Mr. J. HEGNEY: The Oppeosition
launched an amendment when the Fre-
mantle hy-clection campaign was in force.
That was done for propaganda purposes,
tos. There is no doubt that the Common-
wealth Government is eonfronted with a
diffeult situation because of the sudden end
of the war. No-one in his wildest dreams
could have foreseen that the Japanese would
have collapsed so suddenly. Not even far-
seeing military advisers eonld have advised
the Government that the war would ter-
minate so suddenly.

Mr. Thorn: Hew do you know?

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I do not think that
the hon. member should make an all-round
attack on the Commonwealth Government
before he thinks of launching an amend-
ment, with a view to his Party gaining some
political advantage, This Chamber should
not be used for that purpose, and I do not
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think members on this side of the House
should fall for such taetics. I certainly am
not going to do so, and I intend to vote
against the amendment.

Mr. Mann: That is quite natural.

Mr. J. HEGNEY : This matter rests with
Commonwealth Ministers who control the
Armed Forces and who also have the re-
sponsibility of providing for rehabilitation.
It would not be judicious for them to allow
men to come out of the Armed Foreces pell-
mell unless they were able to go into or-
ganised industry. That would not be an
advantage to the men concerned. Provision
has to he made for men thrown out of em-
ployment because of the immediate collapse
of factories engaged in munitions produe-
tion. There will be difficulty in transfer-
ring them to productive industry. There
are, in addition, thousands of people to be
transferred from the. Armed Forces to in-
dustry. That is a difficult job and eannot
be tackled in the glib way that members of
the Opposition think it can. At this
moment, the Dieputy Direetor of Manpower
and his assistant are in Melbourne confer-
ring on this issue; and any proposition that
we zubmit would not have much bearing on
the question.

I am positive that Commonwealth Minis-
ters, most of whom were in this State re-
cently, are aware of the fact that there
are considerable manpower diffienlties in
Western Australia, That applies to every
industry. They are anxious that rurgl in-
dustry should he in full production. I have
no doubt that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment will not retain men one hour longer
than is necessary on the pay-roll of the Com-
monwealth; but that as soon as they can be
transferred from the unproduetive pay-roll
of the Armed Forees and placed into pro-
duction for the well-heing of the Common-
wealth, that will be done. I have heard it
said that the roral industries have had rea-
sonahle consideration s0 far as the rclease
of manpower is concerned, though naturally
there are difficult problems for which a
solution has not been found. There are,
however, men who went from the primary
industries into the Armed Forees and who
will not want to go back to the primary in-
dustries. -

Mr. Mann: Do not talk such rot!
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Mr, J. HEGNEY: They will not go back
to primary production because of the low
wages. I read the other day of a member
of the Country and Democratic League who
attacked a certain log provided for rural
workers on the ground that it was too high.
We know that the rural industries are
notorious for the low wages paid. For that
reason many merabers of the Armed Forces
will not want to go back into the primary
industries, but will seek employment in’
more remunerative enterprises where they
will receive reasonable consideration for
the labour they supply. So the proposition
submitted by the member for Beverley only
heats the air. He knew before he started
that he would not suceeed in having his
amendment carried. That was pot his in-
tention. But it suited his book and it
suited his friends to use the amendment to
form the basis of an attack on the Com-
monwealth Government.

As one who believes that the Common-
wealth Ministers are doing a good job I
am not prepared to support such an amend-
ntent which, after all, would only he a bald
resolution to be forwarded to the Common-
wealth Government whiceh is already taking
action. These things are heing eonsidered.
Our own Premier has been in consultation
with the Prime Minister and other Com-
monwealth authorities, We know that he
has given expert advice econcerning rural
industries.  He knows their requirements
throughout the Commonwealth, and I bave
no doubt he has fully apprised Common-
wealth Ministers of the needs of our own
State. So it is unnecessary for this amend-
ment to be tacked on to the Address-in-
reply. This is not the only amendment
that has been put up. We have had four
put forward in the last six weeks. If this
matter was so urgent why was it not raised
six weeks ago?

If members opposite foresaw that the
war was going to end so suddenly why was
not the amendment brought forward imme-
diately Parliament was opened? No, it
was held over until now to be used for
political purpeses! T hope it will not be
carried. If it is earried. it will he taken to
the supporters of the Opposition in the
eountry areas where difficulty is being ex-
perienced in maintaining the Country and
Demaocratic Teasne. The members of that
organisation will go out there and say
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“‘We ot this amendment through the Par-
liament of Western Australia; let us now

shake up
wealth. ™'
defeated.

Amendment put and a division {aken

the fellows

in the Common-
I hope the amendment will be

with the following result :—

Aves 13
Noes . 22
R —
AMajority against 9
AYES,
Mr. Abbott Mr. Perkina
Mr. Hill Mr, Seward
Mr. Mann Mr. Thorn
Mr. McDonald Mr, Whatta
Mr. McLarty Mr. Willmott
Mr. North Mr, Daney
Mr. Owen (Teller.)
NoEs,
BMr. Fox . Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Graham Mr. Panton
Mr. Hawke Mr, Read
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. Hoar Mr. Smith
Mr. Holman Mr. Styants
Mr. Johnson Mr. Teller
Mr, Leahy Mr, Triat
Mr. Marghall Mr, Willcock
Mr. Millington Mr. Withers
Mr. Needham Mr. Wilson
(Teller)
PAIRS,
Avems.
Mr. Stubbs Mr. Collier
Mr. Kelly Mr, Cross
Mrs. Cardell-Ollver Mr. Coverley
Mr. Keenan Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Leslie Mr. Tonkin

Amendment thus negatived.
Mr. OWEN: I move—
That the debate be adjourned,

Motion put and negatived.

MR. OWEN (Swan) [9.45]: At the out-
set I wish to join with the previous speak-
ers who have expressed regret that the
member for Geraldton has, owing to ill-
health, had to give up the office of Pre-
mier. I sincerely trust that with the less
arduous duties of a private member he will
soon regain his health and be abie to give
the House the benefit of his long experi-
ence, and members his usnal kindly advice.
With the cessation of hostilities it is time
that Western Australia took stock of her-
self to see how she came off in regard to
industry. Some of the other States hene-
fited to a large extent by the huilding-up
of many mannfacturing industries, but
Western Australia. probably for many rea-
sons, but mainly I think because of her
isclation from the seats of the mighty, did
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not participate in that big build-up of in-
dustry. However, although we lost quite
a lot in that direction it may be that now
we have come to the rehabilitation stage
we will get back to normal life much ear-
lier than the other States.

The Minister for Works: We certainly
shall.

Mr. OWEN: The seecondary industries
of Western Australia certainly did show
quite an inerease. Some of the industriesg
engaged in the making of munitions and
the machinery of war expanded consider-
ably, and so did our secondary indusiries
which supplied our loeal needs that were
cut off hecavse of the war. I think that
many of these industries are here to stay.
It is pleasing to note, from the fruitgrow-
ers’ point of view, that at least two East-
ern States firms have come over here to
partieipate in the preservation of fruit and
in jam-making. As a result our fruitgrow-
ers will have a hetter outlet for their pro-
duet. I think also that, with the fruit-
canning industry that is already estahlished
here, there will be quite a build-up of the
fruitgrowing industry in the South-West.
For many years before the war we im-
ported large quantities of jams and pre-
gerves from the BEastern States. As a
fruitgrowing State that was quite unne-
cessary because we cculd, and can now,
grow any amount of good fruif. I venture
to say that we ezn hold our own with any
other State or, indeed, with any other part
of the world, when it comes to fruitgrow-
ing.

Other secondary industries, ineluding
the manufacture of machinery, have been
built up to some extent. A few new firms
and many of our older established concerns
adapted their factories to the production of
machines of war. They are now in the posi-
tion to supply mueh of the machinery
needed in this State and needed in some
places oversea. Just recently I had the
pleasure of seeing a numher of heavy lift-
ing machines that had been made by one of
onr local engineering firms to the order of
the Indian Government.  Other machines
were going to the islands to the north of
this State. Those are good omens, because
these orders were received in the face of
competition from the other States. Having
established the name of Western Australia
m  those countries that are receiving
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the machinery, there is no reason why we
ghould not obtain further orders of the
same nafure.

The primary industries of this State have
not fared guite as well. Statisties show
that the pet value of production was some-
what in advanee of the pre-war figures, but
that was brought sbout mainly by the in-
creased market return of the produetion,
rather than the amount of production.
Primary producers, in partieular, have suf-
fered a lot through the shortage of man-
power, materials, and such things as fer-
tilisers. Many speakers from this side of
the House have pointed out how badly
primary industry has fared, particnlarly
when it eomes to rehabilitation, and I am
sure it will take many years, with favour-
ahle seasons and also a policy of encourage.
ment by both the State and Commonwealth
Governments, together with mueh hard
work on the part of the personnel in those
industries, before they get back to anything
like the pre-war footing. As a student of,
agriculture, I am interested in the volumy
of wealth that ean be coaxed from the soil,
In agriculture—by agrieulture T mean all
the industries allied to the working of the
land—Dby scientific methods not only ean the
land be made to yield considerable wealth,
but it can be improved so that it increases
in value as the years pass on. Without
scientific methods the reverse is the result,
and though it yields a lot of wealth the
land eventually deteriorates and in the end
beecomes almost useless,. We see that in
many rages, and I believe we must en-
courage scientific methods of investigation
and research,

This war has shown, above evervthing
else, what seience can do. Unfortunately,
most of the scientific cffort has been
directed towards destruction, but I sec no
reason why the seientists cannot turn their
attention now to construetion and recon-
struction. There have been many new in-
ventions of engines of war, and machinery
and methods to counternct them. There havy
been great inventions and advances in the
destruetion of pests, in the improvement of
health, and the control of disease. Proh-
ably one of the greatest of those inventions
or discoveries during the war was the drug
penicillin, whieh is a product of agriculture,
or of plant life. There are many other
drugs &lso which have played a great part
in alleviating the sufferings of those unfor-

[ASSEMBLY.]

tunates who were injured during the course
of the war, but one is almost afraid to look
forward to what future inventions might
be made in the interests of war. One
thinks of the awful destruction caused by
the atomic bomb, but if seientists direct
their attention along the right lines, enor-
mous advantages might be derived in the
form of cheap power from atomic energy.

The scope for scientific investigation is
enormous, buf so far as our own State is
concerned, I think there is room for much
scientific investigation and research in the
agricultural industry. The present Govern-
ment has to some extent realised that, as has
also the Commonwealth Government. Aus-
tralia has the Council for Seientific and In-
dustrial Research, many of the officers of
which have heen here recently to investigate
problems confronting industry in Western
Australia, but enough has not heen done,
and there is room for expansion one hun-
dredfold in that direction. We have some
good scientists in Western Australia, both
in straight-out agriculture and in animal
husbandry, who are of almost world-wide
repute, bat they are handicapped in many
cases by lack of assistants, apparatus, funds,
and the means to travel ahout, even within
our own State. I would therefore like to
point out to the Government where it might
direct its altention with great henefit to
the State of Western Australia.

Speaking of agricultural research, I am
pleased to see that the portfolio of the Min-
ister for Edueation has been ecombined with
that of Agriculture. I agree with the mem-
ber for Beverley that each of those port-
folios ecarries sufficient work for one man,
but agricultural research and edueation—par-
ticularly rural edueation—should go hand in
hand. I would like to bring to the notice
of the House a letter, addressed to the
farmers of Australia by an American visitor,
Major Miller, who was employed here by the
Commonwealth Government to give a helping
hand in the great increase in vegetable pro-
duction that was necessary to supply food-
stuffs for our troops. In this letter Major
Miller states—

Berause of this demonstrated thirst for new
knowledge I think perhaps Australia might well
consider strengthening its edueational facilities
available to rural people. An increase in the
numbers of trained field instructors (we eall

them farm advisers in the U.8.) for the farmers,
might well be considered. I have a huneh, too,
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that your farm womenfolk might appreciate
a version of our home demonstration agents,
university-trained home economists, who live
right out in the farming communities, working
shoulder to shoulder with their male counter-
parts, farm advisers, teaching farm women
more about child welfare, food preservation,
balaneing the family budget, home beautifica-
tion, garment designing and construction, and
yes, even a bit about personal beauty hints
s0 that American rural women may feel that
they rate on an equal footing with their city
cousing. These women instructors have assisted
the agricultural engineers in designing econo-
mical, comfortable, really liveable modern farm
homes which are rapidly displacing the bleak,
poorly-planned buildings which in years gone
by uged to charaeterise American farm houses.
In the United States, thia adult farm education
work, known as Agricultural Extension work,
is co-ordinated by the U.8.D.A. and usually
supervised by the State Apgricultural Colleges
or Departments. Australia, through its several
State Departments of Agriculture, has, in my
opinion, made a good start om sueh a pro-
gramme, and these departments have on their
staffs efficient, well-trained men. But their
numbers are far too few. Home demonstration
work for the rural women has almost been over-
looked. Severa] States have a home economy
speeialist in the eentral office, but none located
permanently in the farming communities, Per-
sonally, I believe agriculture must be made
attractive if the cream of the farm youth is
to be so0ld on the jdea of staying on the farm.
To this end perhaps Australia might well con-
sider enlarging the field of agricultural edu-
cation in its rural high schools. We have
found in the United States that high school
vocationnl agriculture has saved for an agri-
cultural eareer many fine young people who
otherwise might have been attracted to the
apparently brighter city lights. In this eonnec-
tion, the nation-wide 4H Club, a leisure-time
agricultural youth organisation, has played a
highly important function, for beginning with
farm youngsters at 10 years of age, we demon-
strate to them that farm life has infinitely
more to offer than life in some smoke-filled,
crowded rural sity. Yes, I feel sure that Aus-
tralia might well re-survey her education pro-
gramme to ascertain if it is encouraging the
retention on the land of the youth which orig-
inates from it.

I agree cordially with those sentiments, and
I think it behoves the Minister for Edunea-
tion and Apgriculture to proceed further with
the work that has already been undertaken.
The final paragraph in this letter is well
worth reading. Major Miller goes on to
say—

Now, as never before, is the stability, the
security, the very future of the world depend-
ent upon its farm people and agriculturists,
From what I have seen of Australian rural
people and their colleagues, the agricultvral
seientists, I am convinced that they are keenly

aware of their responsibility and of the fact
that farming i3 a good way of life. I am
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wondering, kowever, if Australia as a nation
ia fully appreciative of the importance of agri-
culture to its welfare as a nation,

I, too, am wondering that. The treatment
that the agrienlturist or primary producer
has received in the past, leads one to sus-
pect that the importance of agriculture is
not fully realised in Government circles, To
deal with something slightly more local in
its application, there is the question of re-
frigeration. According to a report that ap-
peared in the Press recently, the Common-
wealth Government is devoting its attention
to an investigation along those lines. It
is time we realised that refrigerators
are a necessity, not a luxury. That is par-
ticvlarly so in the rural distriets.

To me it has been rather amazing that
in the post-war years people in the city—
I do not begrudge them their refrigerators;
they are a necessity here, too—where there
is a butcher’s shop just around the corner
or a ham and beef shop next door,
it has been possible to get eleciric re-
frigerators more easily than it has been
possible for the people in the outback
districts to secure kerosene refrigerators,
which is the only type suitable for their pur-
poses. Surely it is of far less importance
for city folk in sueh eircumstanees to be
supplied with refrigerators than for the
folk in rural centres, where the climate is
hot and amenities are so few, to get kero-
sene refrigerators. There is possibly some
reason for this. We know that Army per-
sonnel are sent to all parts of the world, in-
cluding the tropics, and we recognise that
they must bhe supplied with refrigerators.
Nevertheless, I hope the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment will see its way clear to ensure
ample supplies of kerosene refrigerators for
the people outback. Besides what is known
as household refrigeration, there is secope for
greater use of refrigeration machinery in
the houses themselves.

In some of our public buildings and
on one or two of the coaches used omn
the trans-Anstralian railway, there are air-
conditioned rooms, and they are certainly
pleasant to live in or travel in. It would
be very appropriate, particularly for the
people in the northern areas’and in the bot,
dry areas of the State, to have installed in
their homes some machinery that could be
availed of for air-conditioning at least one
room. The kerosene refrigerators can be
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operated comparatively echeaply, with the
use of from one to one and a-half gallons
of kerosene weekly. If the principle were
applied to the use of heat from the kitchen
stove, there would be enough refrigeration
developed amply to cool at least one room
in each home. After reading of some of the
scientific discoveries in America, I can sce
no reason why that should not be done at
very little cost to the individual concerned.
After gll, it would not take much to insulate
one room and the power necessary to pro-
vide air eirculation would be very small.

I hope the Commonwealth Government,
when investigating the question of household
refrigeration, will go into the problem of
developing something along the lines I have
suggested. Alany people in the Swan elee-
torate have heen conecerned about the hold-
up in connection with the extension of elee-
tric lighting installations. In reply to a
query I submitted fto the Minister, I was
told that the installations in question wonld
be proeeeded with as soon as the necessary
manpower and materials are available. Some
of the extensions I have in mind have been
approved for something like four years.

Mr. MeLariy: For a longer period than
that. ’

Mr. QWEN: With regard to one instal-
lation, the Government, or the department
concerned, accepted quile a substantial de-
posit—it was over £100—from the settlers,
but now it appears that the scheme was
not even approved. In those eircumstances,
it seems to me that the Government took
that money under false pretences, and I
think restitution should be made to the
gettlers concerned. As to the schemes that
have been approved, I have received the
assurance of the Minister that the work
will he undertaken as soon as men and
materials are available.

I protest, however, against an extension
that has been carried out in my electorate
to the Youth Centre at Bickley reservoir.
I quite apree that a supply of electric eur-
rent is essential at that youth training centre,
but I do not think it should have priority
over the requirements of permanent settlers.
Various organisations will rent the train-
ing centre for varying periods of from one
to fwo weeks at a fime. Surely it is more
important that permanent. settlers should
bave the advantage of light and power than
that youth trainees should enjoy them for

-
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pleasure during the period they are at the
camp. I hope the Government will give
those schemes which have already been
approved a much higher priority than the
job I have mentioned, which, by the way, is
now under construction.

My electorate almost adjoins the subur-
ban areas and iz really an outer suburban
area. We hear much about the need for
the decentralisation of industry, which iz
a very admirable thing, All the industries
should not be established in one centre and
that a vulnerable centre, but many indus-
tries have been established in and around
the metropolitan area that could not very
well be decentralised at present. (onse-
quently I snggest the decentralising, to
some extent, of the population engaged in
those industries, and the outer suburban
areas would be ideal places for many of the
workers in industry to live. There they
would have more room than they have on
the wsual quarter-acre blocks in the city and
nearer spburbs; they would have room to
establish a small garden where they could
undertake a healthful hobby and produce
something for the kitchen; they could keep
a cow and a few fowls, and the children
reaved under such conditions would he much
healthier and would have a much better out-
look on life than those eooped ap in the
environments of the city where many of
them have to play their foothall and ericket
in the streets.

To encourage the workers in industry to
live in the outer subarban areas, they must
be provided with the amenities of life, and
the main ones, I consider, are electricity,
good transport, a good water supply and
good educational facilities. Se for (hose
amenities are not as good as they shounld
be; in fact in many instances they are en-
tirely lacking. Take tramsport in my par-
ticular centre. The Government transport
is the train which, for a distance of 26 miles,
takes approximately two hours to reach the
city. That is a daily train. Further out,
ahout 30 miles by rail but within 25 miles
radius of Perth, there are places that have
only three trains a week. I venture to say
that plenty of places 300 miles from Perth
have a better train service; yet that is the
onlv means of public transport to the city.

If the Railway Department cannot see its
way to improve the transport, the Trans-
port Board should make it possible for pri-
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vate enterprise with buses or the Government
buses to undertake the work of providing a
transport system for those settlers. That
relates to only one srea. We have prac-
tically the same state of affairs at the Mun-
daring end of the distriet. Mundaring is
only a little over 20 miles from Perth and
the frain service is much better than that
provided on the Upper Darling Range
branch. 8till, it is a poecr service and on
Sunday there is no service whatever. People
in that areca, particularly in summer when
they desire to go to the heaches for surfing
and swimming, have no means except their
own transport of getting there. I have men-
tioned some of the troubles in getting elec-
tric current into those distriets, and I hope
the Government will make a bigger effort
to obtain the manpower and material so
urgently needed for those works.

Mr. J. Hegney: Would the patronage be
there for a Sunday serviee?

Mr. OWEN: Yes, there wonld bhe the
patronage for a train, but I think the dis-
trict conld be better served hy a bus, hecause
it would be more mobile and could choose its
own route for picking up passengers.

Mr. J. Hegney: How far does the bus run
on Sunday?

Mr, OWEN: To Glen Forrest; not to
Mundaring. I omitted earlier in my remarks
to offer my congratulations to the Premijer,
the Deputy Premier, the Minister for Rail-
ways and the Chairman of Committees on
their appointment to those offices. T believe
that the ability and capacity which they have
displayed for hard work and which brought
them promotion will have excellent scope
in the near future. We have had much ex-
perience of the ecapabilities of the Premier
and the Deputy Premier, and as to the new
Minister for Railways, I can honestly say
that if he sueceeds in instilling into the Rail-
way Department and its train service some
part of the speed of delivery and despateh
with which he conducted the bhusiness as
Chairman of Committees, he will do & great
service for the State.

Mr. Seward: I am afraid there would be
a breakdown.

Mr. QWEN: As to the new Chairman of
Committees, I fully expect that when the
House resolves into Committee he will con-
duct the proceedings with the customary dis-
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patch and that the werk will be in quite
capable hands.
On motion by Mr. Fox, debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.17 p.m,

Tegislative Assembly.

Thursday, 30th August, 1945,
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QUESTIONS.

RAILWAYS.

(a) ds to Land Hesumption South of
River,

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON
ister for Works:

1, At what period was land first resumed
in antieipation of a south side of river rail-
way in the vieinity of East Fremantle?

2, What was the total sum spent on this
anticipation?

3, Is the area =o resumed still in the pos-
seszion of the State?

The MINISTER replied:

1, 1902,

2, £59,362 expended over whole of route
from Cottesloe to Fremantle. Approxi-
mately £39,000 referred to purchases south
of the river.

3, Portion only. The Commonwealth
Government has aeqguired land at Preston
Point for the Naval Depot. Other proper-

asked the Min-



